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Drummings July 2017

Next Meeting

July 13, 2017
7:00 p.m.  Social Time
7:30 p.m.  Speaker

Faith Lutheran Church
41 N. Park Blvd. Glen Ellyn
Basement

6:00 p.m. Pre-meeting dinner
Panera Bread  
541 Roosevelt Rd. Glen Ellyn

                 President’s Message

Summer has arrived! It seems like it was such a short time ago that 
we were anticipating the spring migration and targeting spring 
birds that we wanted to see. During the past several months, like 
most of you, I followed the postings on a number of birds and was 
able to add a few species to my list of previously unseen birds. The 
most recent being the Tri-colored Heron reported at Illinois Beach 
State Park, which I was able to view and photograph for about an 
hour. I hope you had similar success and enjoyed the beautiful 
spring weather.

There are plenty of birding opportunities available for the summer 
months ahead and I hope you take advantage of them and are able 
to spot some of the nesting birds that are now in our woodlands, 
grasslands and wetlands. The July field trip schedule that our trip 
committee and field trip leaders have put together is out and I hope 
you are able to participate in some of these outings. They are 
always interesting and fun.

Several years ago, when I learned I was nominated to become the 
Vice President of DBC, I immediately began thinking about 
speakers and put together a list of potential “Big Name” speakers 
to address the club at one of our meetings. As I worked on my list, 
one name kept coming to the top, Dr. George Archibald. Because 
of scheduling and other factors I was never able to work out the 
details to get that accomplished. Never say Never! Through 
persistence and hard work by board members and DBC members, 
Dr. George Archibald will be the keynote speaker at a “Special 
Event” to be held at 7:30 PM at Cantigny Park on Tuesday July 
25th.  Mark your calendar and please attend this once in a lifetime 
special occasion with Dr. George Archibald.

Stan Zatarski

DuPage Birding Club



      July Meeting

         Illinois Bird Population Trends 
           Tara Beveroth

Ms. Beveroth is deeply involved in avian research involving among other areas, the coordination of  
the Spring Bird Count in Illinois. She also assists with the Critical Trends Assessment Program. Her 
research also involves avian community responses to actively managed versus non-managed habitats. 
Further, she actively monitors Nightjars and Owls in the state. She promises us many interesting 
anecdotes from her Illinois field work. She currently lives in Champaign and has a master’s degree in 
Biology from Western Illinois University. She is a board member of the Illinois Ornithological Society.

Join us Thursday, July 13th. at Faith Lutheran Church. Doors open at 7 p.m.

      Reminder

         Cranes—A Special Presentation at Cantigny
  Dr. George Archibald, Co-Founder of the International Crane Foundation

A special meeting of the DuPage Birding Club on Tuesday, July  25th at Cantigny, 1S151 Winfield Road in 
Wheaton. This event is being co-sponsored by the Club and Cantigny. The presentation will be at 7:30 preceded 
by a social hour at 7.

    Forest Preserve District News
Bob Fisher presented a report about the Greene Valley Hawk watch to the Board at the April 18 Commission 
meeting. During the Fall 2016 hawk watching season, volunteers racked up 540 observation hours and counted 
6632 hawks

Mike Madsen and Jeff Smith (Director’s Awards), and Vicky Sroczynski (President’s Award) were honored by 
the Natural Resources Management department, for their work as bird monitors and hawk watch volunteers.

The pedestrian Bridge from Hawk Hollow to Mallard Lake is now open over County Farm Road.

Next year’s budget can be viewed on the district’s website.

Ed Stevenson, employed full-time as an employee since 2004 and recent  interim director, was formally 
approved as Executive Director, effective June 20. He recently oversaw the ambitious ecological restoration of 
The Preserve at Oak Meadows, including improvements to Salt Creek and storm water management, 
enhancements to wildlife habitats, and the rebuilding of a “premier” 18-hole golf 
course.              

Vicky Sroczynski



2017 DuPAGE COUNTY SPRING BIRD COUNT RESULTS

May 6, 2017 was cool but clear early, with some clouds developing later in the day; winds were light to 
moderate – like many days this spring, the wind direction was N to NE. I suspect we’ll all remember 2017 as a 
poor migration year; our consolidated SBC data for all of DuPage (excluding Argonne, which did not field a 
team) reflected that mediocrity, with far more lowlights than highlights!

Only 13 thrushes (excluding robins and bluebirds) were counted – the lowest total since 1975’s 7 thrushes. In 
‘75 the # of party hours in the field was less than 20% of this year’s effort. Warblers also were conspicuous by 
their absence, both in numbers and in species variety. Since the mid to late 70’s, 8-12% of all the birds we 
annually count are warblers. This year – 3.7%!

 We tallied 156 species, 17 less than last year’s 173 species. Our total tally was 18,622 birds (that’s only 72% of 
our average total over the last 10 years). The last time we recorded fewer than 160 species was 1998 (153 
species)!  Our 90+ birders put in 239 party hours in the field, substantially lower than normal. Many commented 
on the difficulty in finding birds, and I suspect that caused many teams to ‘throw in the towel’ sooner than in 
other more productive years.

Notable birds included a C. Gallinule at Fermilab (Area 10), 12 Black Terns flew over the DesPlaines River 
(Area 16), a female Blue Grosbeak at Salt Creek Park in Area 4, a N. Mockingbird at East Branch in Area 3, 
an Acadian Flycatcher in Area 11, and a Western Meadowlark for the 2nd year in a row, after an absence 
stretching over 25 years.

We did set one all time high count, 10 Barred Owls, as they continue to reoccupy suitable habitat in DuPage.  
Given the overall low numbers, I made no analysis of population trends for any of our resident species, though 
Am. Crows continue their disappearing act in DuPage – this year’s total was just 40, breaking the previousall 
time low of 49 just set last year.

It’s a sure thing. Whether 15, 000, or 30,000 birds are seen on count day in DuPage, between 13-19% of that 
total will be Red-winged Blackbirds, keeping this species record intact as the #1 most abundant bird in the 
DuPage SBC. This year Red-wings represented 18.5% of all the birds we counted. The other members of the 
Top Ten this year, in descending order of abundance: American Robin, Canada Goose, Tree Swallow, 
Mallard,  Am. Goldfinch, Song Sparrow, N. Cardinal, Brown-headed Cowbird and C. Grackle. The top 10 
made up 59% of all the birds tallied this year.

2017 is our 45th Spring Count in DuPage, and we annually take a look back, to see what our history tells us. 
1998 (153 species tallied) was my choice – our most recent sub 160 year. But the total # of birds we tallied in 
’98 was more than 5000 birds higher than this year, producing all time high counts for Canada Goose, Black 
Duck, Herring Gull, Tufted Titmouse and E Meadowlark, plus our 1st recorded White-faced Ibis. So lack of 
species diversity does not automatically correlate with lack of birds.

The utility of the Spring Count for tracking population trends, using the 40+ years of observations in the 
database, illustrate the value of a continuing, long term data gathering effort like The DuPage (and Illinois) 
Spring Bird Count. Our stats are folded into the statewide Spring Count, providing an even broader, statewide 
perspective on trends like abundance, changes in breeding ranges, etc.



Here’s another number to contemplate: The grand total of the birds counted from our small beginning 
in 1973 (when a total of 2325 birds of 62 species were recorded), is now over 900,000 birds (939799 

to be precise). At the rate we’re going, we should hit 1 million birds counted sometime during the 
2020 Count.  Recording the actual one millionth bird, with the attendant fanfare and celebration, will 
likely be Ron Skleney’s ‘baby’, as Ron has agreed to succeed me as DuPage compiler in 2018.

All these statistics about the Spring Count are not possible without the dedication and commitment of 
every participant. Thanks again to you all! Special thanks to our area captains who coordinate 
teams to assure comprehensive coverage, and then promptly compile their team totals.
 
All 2017 participants got a copy of the totals by species via email. If you were unable to count this 
year but would like to see the count results, they’re posted on the DBC website, plus a spreadsheet 
showing the entire 45 year history of the DuPage Spring Bird Count.  Or send me an email and I’ll 
send the list. If you don’t have Internet access or email, call me and I’ll mail a copy.
 
Not able to count this year? Sign up next year for this fun, rewarding and important (for tracking bird 
population trends) activity! Perhaps you can help set a new record for counters, and surpass 1997’s 
record total of 31821birds counted, plus break our all time species record of 183 (set in 1994) as well.

Bob Fisher, DuPage County Spring Bird Count compiler. Signing off for the last time; 22 years of 
recruiting Counters, nagging Area captains for their data (no fun, but happily very rare – thank you 
Captains!), and playing with the stats (lots of fun – I must be a frustrated statistician)…is long enough! 
Thanks, Ron, for stepping up!

Northern Mockingbird, East Branch FP Dog Park; 
photo credit by Stan Zatarski



May 6, 2017 DuPage County Spring Bird Count – 156 species; 18,622 birds
Canada Goose 932

Wood Duck 117
Mallard 688

Blue-winged Teal 53
Northern Shoveler 2

Lesser Scaup 6
Hooded Merganser 4

Ruddy Duck 7
Wild Turkey 6

Pied-billed Grebe 14
Rock Pigeon 73

Mourning Dove 250
E. Whip-poor-will 1

Chimney Swift 178
Ruby-thr Hummingbird 8

Virginia Rail 8
Sora 66

Common Gallinule 1
American Coot 13
Sandhill Crane 5

Killdeer 54
Pectoral Sandpiper 1

Wilson's Snipe 1
American Woodcock 12
Spotted Sandpiper 23
Solitary Sandpiper 20
Lesser Yellowlegs 16
Bonaparte's Gull 2
Ring-billed Gull 187

Am. Herring Gull 16
Caspian Tern 62

Black Tern 12
Double-cr Cormorant 238

American Bittern 3
Great Blue Heron 231

Great Egret 72
Green Heron 7

Black-cr Night-Heron 4
Turkey Vulture 78

Osprey 9
Bald Eagle 3

Northern Harrier 2
Sharp-shinned Hawk 3

Cooper's Hawk 26
Red-shouldered Hawk 1
Broad-winged Hawk 5

Red-tailed Hawk 90
E. Screech-Owl 4

Great Horned Owl 15
Barred Owl 10

Belted Kingfisher 6
Red-head Woodpecker 17
Red-bell Woodpecker 234
Yellow-bell Sapsucker 2
Downy Woodpecker 140
Hairy Woodpecker 31

Northern Flicker 124
Pileated Woodpecker 2

American Kestrel 4
Merlin 1

Monk Parakeet 13
Eastern Wood-Pewee 1
Acadian Flycatcher 1

Least Flycatcher 2
Eastern Phoebe 72
Great Crested 

Flycatcher 14
Eastern Kingbird 11

Yellow-throated Vireo 2
Blue-headed Vireo 8

Warbling Vireo 77
Red-eyed Vireo 10

Blue Jay 365
American Crow 40

Horned Lark 5
Purple Martin 9
Tree Swallow 842

N Rough-wing Swallow 132
Bank Swallow 5
Cliff Swallow 10
Barn Swallow 287

Black-cap Chickadee 300
Tufted Titmouse 1

Red-breasted Nuthatch 3
White-br Nuthatch 121

House Wren 234
Sedge Wren 4
Marsh Wren 28

Carolina Wren 3
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 328
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 51

Eastern Bluebird 76
Veery 2

Gray-cheeked Thrush 2
Swainson's Thrush 4

Hermit Thrush 1
Wood Thrush 4

American Robin 2348
Gray Catbird 89

Brown Thrasher 36
N. Mockingbird 1

European Starling 425
Cedar Waxwing 57
House Sparrow 379

House Finch 80
Purple Finch 7

Am. Goldfinch 617
Ovenbird 6

Louisiana Waterthrush 2
N. Waterthrush 21

Blue-winged Warbler 8
B & W Warbler 3

Prothonotary Warbler 1
Tennessee Warbler 16
Orange-cr Warbler 3
Nashville Warbler 8

Common Yellowthroat 62
American Redstart 8

Northern Parula 4
Magnolia Warbler 1

Blackburnian Warbler 2
Yellow Warbler 156

Chestnut-sided Warbler 5
Blackpoll Warbler 1

Palm Warbler 131
Pine Warbler 10

Yellow-rumped Warbler 192
Yellow-thr Warbler 1

Bl-thr Green Warbler 30
Wilson's Warbler 1
Eastern Towhee 111

Chipping Sparrow 67
Clay-colored Sparrow 2

Field Sparrow 150
Vesper Sparrow 2

Savannah Sparrow 123
Henslow's Sparrow 31

Song Sparrow 611
Lincoln's Sparrow 9
Swamp Sparrow 48

White-throated Sparrow 264
White-cr Sparrow 48
Dark-eyed Junco 2
Summer Tanager 1
Scarlet Tanager 12

Northern Cardinal 575
Rose-br Grosbeak 46

Blue Grosbeak 1
Indigo Bunting 13

Bobolink 42
Red-winged Blackbird 3448

E. Meadowlark 63
W. Meadowlark 1

Common Grackle 434
Brown-headed Cowbird 437

Orchard Oriole 12
Baltimore Oriole 70



        July 2017 Field Trips

NOTE: Check DuPageBirding.org for any trip changes, additions or cancellations.

The coming months are the time for birds to nest, raise their young, molt feathers, and prepare for the 
fall migration. There are opportunities for all types of birders to participate and enjoy the season. 
Participants, please remember that the weather and trail conditions can be variable. Many times biting 
insects are present. Please dress accordingly and bring insect repellent. We expect everyone to enjoy 
birding in a safe manner.  
This trip list and other club information are on our DBC website at http://www.dupagebirding.org/  

Saturday, July 1, 8:00 am
Know Your Neighborhood: Wayne
The seventh of twelve 'Know Your Neighborhood' trips, exploring hidden gems, odd and under-birded 
hot spots in DuPage County, we will be visiting the newest DuPage Forest Preserve; Dunham, an 
active prairie and wetland restoration site. We will be walking one mile on earthen trails that may be 
muddy if a rain event occurs prior to the trip, so wear proper footwear. It is also recommended that 
insect repellent be brought along.  We will meet at the Wayne Depot on Army Trail Rd, just west of the 
downtown railroad crossing.  41.950236, -88.249661  This is west of intersection of Keil Street & 
Army Trail Road.
Leader: Glenn Perricone, 630-687-2921, gp_arts39@yahoo.com

Saturday, July 8, 7:30 am
Cantigny Golf, Wheaton
This “special edition” of the monthly Cantigny walk will take place at the golf course instead of the 
park. Ray Feld, Cantigny’s volunteer Purple Martin expert and caretaker, will give a short presentation 
about martins and then lower one of the two martin houses to show us eggs and babies. After learning 
all about the martins we will see what other birds we can find on and around the golf course. The 
Cantigny Golf entrance is at 27W270 Mack Road. Drive up the lane and take the first left to park. Then 
walk across the lane to the martin houses.
Leader: Jeff Reiter  jreiter@wordsonbirds.com  

Saturday, July 8, 2017, 8:30 am
Fermilab Species Spotlight: Breeding Birds (Pre-registration required) RESCHEDULE
Come celebrate Fermilab's 50th anniversary with a bird walk! We will be searching for site breeding 
birds such as Bobolink, Henslow's Sparrow and Sora. Because we will be entering non-public areas, 
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED at least two days in advance for the limited number of participants 
allotted.
Leader: Glenn Perricone, 630-687-2921, gp_arts39@yahoo.com

Saturday, July 8, 9:00 am
Swainson’s Hawks, Kane County (Pre-registration required)
This trip will be to look for the Swainson’s Hawks that have traditionally nested in this area. Also, we 
will look for grassland birds such as Western Meadowlark. Time permitting and if the Mississippi Kites 
have returned to their 'traditional' location, we may head up to Rockford to look for the kites. Please 
pre-register with leaders for directions to meeting spot and/or car-pooling opportunities.
Leaders: Bob & Karen Fisher 630-985-2956, kfisher928@aol.com  

http://www.dupagebirding.org/
http://www.dupagebirding.org/
mailto:gp_arts39@yahoo.com
mailto:gp_arts39@yahoo.com
mailto:jreiter@wordsonbirds.com
mailto:jreiter@wordsonbirds.com
mailto:gp_arts39@yahoo.com
mailto:gp_arts39@yahoo.com
mailto:kfisher928@aol.com
mailto:kfisher928@aol.com


Friday, July 14, 2017, 6:00 pm
Fermilab Species Spotlight:  Osprey (Pre-registration required)
Come celebrate Fermilab's 50th anniversary with a bird walk! We will be visiting the site’s three 
Osprey nests. Because we will be entering non-public areas, REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED at least 
two days in advance for the limited number of participants allotted.
Leader: Glenn Perricone, 630-687-2921, gp_arts39@yahoo.com

Saturday, July 15, 2017, 8:30 am
Fermilab Species Spotlight:  Osprey (Pre-registration required)
Come celebrate Fermilab's 50th anniversary with a bird walk! We will be visiting the site’s three 
Osprey nests. Because we will be entering non-public areas, REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED at least 
two days in advance for the limited number of participants allotted.
Leader: Glenn Perricone, 630-687-2921, gp_arts39@yahoo.com

Saturday, July 29, 7:30 am
Fullersburg Woods, Oak Brook
This is a trip for new birders. We will go slowly, practice binocular skills and look for the summer 
birds. Meet in front of the Nature Center, located off Spring Road in Oak Brook. 
Leader: Lesa Hipes, 630-689-7463, lesahipes@gmail.com

Other Birding Opportunities
For additional birding opportunities check out the Illinois Birding Calendar at
http://www.illinoisbirds.org/illinois-birding-calendar/ 

Email us if you have questions about the trips or if you would like to lead a trip. Leaders do not have to 
be birding experts, just familiar with the location. There is no need to register for trips unless otherwise 
indicated. Visitors are always welcome. We do not charge fees for birding trips. Field trip information 
is also found at: www.dupagebirding.org
 
Field Trip Coordinators
Joan Campbell
peachjmc@gmail.com

Nancy Allured
DBCFieldTrips@gmail.com

mailto:gp_arts39@yahoo.com
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mailto:lesahipes@gmail.com
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Sunday, February 26, 7:00 am
Mississippi River Eagles & More
This will be an all-day trip to visit several sites along the Mississippi River to see eagles, other raptors,
gulls, and waterfowl. Meet at 7 am in the parking lot west of the main building of Yorktown Mall (facing
Highland, near the Carson Pirie Scott store) in Lombard. Bring walkie-talkies if available, scopes, and
dress for the cold. 
NOTE: This trip is limited to 20 people (6 cars). Please register with the leader after February 2.
Leader: Urs Geiser 630-310-9443, ugeiser@comcast.net

Other Birding Opportunities: For additional birding opportunities check out the Illinois Birding
Calendar at http://www.illinoisbirds.org/calendar/

Call us if you have questions about the trips or if you would like to lead a trip. Leaders do not have to be birding experts, 
just familiar with the location. There is no need to register for trips unless otherwise indicated. Visitors are always 
welcome. We do not charge fees for birding trips. Field trip information is also found at: www.dupagebirding.org

Field Trip Coordinators
Joan Campbell
peachjmc@gmail.com

Nancy Allured
DBCFieldTrips@gmail.com

DuPage Birding Club
The club exists to provide fun and camaraderie between birders of all skill levels and ages 
while enjoying some serious birding experiences.

Member Benefits include:
• Meetings featuring regional and national speakers 
• Field Trips throughout the year 
• Informative Club Website 
• Illinois Spring Bird Count
• Christmas Bird Count 
• DuPage County Checklist 
• Lending Library of bird-related videos & books 
• Biennial Auction of birding items

Contact Us at dbcboard@gmail.com
 
President :    Stan Zatarski
 
Vice President, Programs :John Baker

Send your articles and photos to chipnotes2013@gmail.com for inclusion in DRUMMINGS.

! ! ! !  Bird News from the Web
In a First, Bird Uses Tools to Make Sweet Music  National Geographic
The palm cockatoo is the only species aside from humans that can drum a rhythmic beat with its own homemade 
objects, a new study says. Read the full story

The Surprising Link Between Egg Shape and Bird Flight
National Geographic     A new study reveals that egg shapes evolved as birds themselves evolved for better 
flight. Read the full story

More on egg shape :   https://www.princeton.edu/news/2017/06/22/hatching-new-hypothesis-about-egg-shape-
diversity

Birds' ability to fly could determine the shape of their eggs
Popular Science   A recent study has found that birds that can fly have more elliptical and asymmetric eggs. 
Read on. Read the full story

Cracking the egg mystery: what makes eggs round or pointy?
The Verge     It has to do with the bird’s flight skills, according to a new study Read the full story
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https://apple.news/Ajecmy6MqQdCe-4a-Amcb0w
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