
 

Drummings August 2017 

Next Meeting 
 

Sept. 14 , 2017 
7:00 p.m.  Social Time 
7:30 p.m.  Speaker 
 
Faith Lutheran Church 
41 N. Park Blvd. Glen Ellyn 
Basement 
 
6:00 p.m. Pre-meeting dinner 
Panera Bread   
541 Roosevelt Rd. Glen Ellyn 

 
 

 

DuPage Birding Club 

             President’s Message 

 
DBC would like to thank its members who have already renewed their 
annual membership! If you have not yet renewed your DBC membership, 
you can do so in one of three ways: (1) online, at 
http://www.dupagebirding.org (2) by regular mail, using the application 
form on the DBC website; or (3) in person at the next DBC meeting. 
Every year starting in June we send out reminders and you might question 
why we do so many. Since our membership is inexpensive and is our 
primary source of funding (with the exception of the bi-annual auction), 
we rely on your membership dollars to fund our programs for the entire 
year. This includes church hall rental, Speaker fees, Hotel costs for 
speakers, grants, donations, and other costs associated with club business. 
If you haven’t renewed, please do so, so we can determine our future 
budget. Your support has enabled us to fund research grant and other 
birding efforts and I would like to take this opportunity to list a few of the 
most recent: 

This year the Grants and Donations Committee had a number of bird 
research and conservation proposals to review and after careful 
consideration recommended two proposals to the Board. The Board also 
reviewed the proposals and after consideration, voted to approve the 
recommendations of the Committee. We thank the Committee for this 
very difficult process, since all of the proposals had exceptional merit. The 
two IOS grants that were approve for $1,000.00   each are: 

1. Abigail Blake-Bradshaw, University of Illinois: Wetland Quality 
for Water birds in Illinois. This is the second year of approval for 
this continuing research. 

2. Therin Bradshaw,  Marsh bird use of wetlands managed for water 
fowl in Illinois. 

The Illinois Young Birders Symposium which is sponsored by IOS 
received a donation of $350.00. The Symposium is being held on Saturday 
August 26

th
 from 7:30 AM until 4:00 PM at Brushwood center at Ryerson 

woods in Riverwoods. This is the second year of this event and organizers 
are looking to make this a premier event for Young Birders and their 
families to get together for a day of Birding, learning, Sharing and fun. 
Featured events will include, Field trips, presentations by young birders, 
Art reception, featuring creative work by Young Birders and Keynote 
Speaker Jen Brumfield a talented Birder, Illustrator, and outdoor 
Educator. For additional information visit 
htpp://www.illinoisyoungbirders.org.   

Thank You for your continued support. 

Stan Zatarski 

President 

http://www.dupagebirding.org/
http://www.illinoisyoungbirders.org/


 

           September DBC Meeting 
 
The most frequent program request made to DuPage Birding Club’s Outreach Committee is for a program 
about attracting birds. Outreach coordinator John Cebula has prepared programs answering this request: John 
call’s the latest version “I’ve Seen a Hundred Species in My Yard: Nurturing Wildlife in Your Garden.” John 
will be sharing this program with us at our September meeting. 
Influenced by the writings of Doug Tallamy (Bringing Nature Home), John’s program focuses less on the How 
of attracting birds and more on the Why. A resident of DuPage County for five decades (and a birder for 
seven!), John has witnessed the often-dramatic changes in the county’s natural history: the disappearance of 
habitat, the inability of communities to rely on local water supplies, and the disappearance of once-common 
species of birds, among many other changes. 
John is eager for club members to share their criticisms of and suggestions for this program. This will be his 
chance to hear feedback from knowledgeable birders and to share their knowledge with the community.  



                                         Forest Preserve News 

 
McDowell Grove Entrance Closed 

As of August 1, the entrance road and parking lot at McDowell Grove will be closed for six months for 
reconstruction of the bridge and road. 

District Opposes Asphalt Plant 

Lorig Construction is applying for a Conditional Zoning Permit to operate an asphalt recycling plant at its 
facility at 9900 S. Route 83, at Jeans Road. The existing facility is directly across route 83 from a large heron 
rookery, borders Waterfall Glen Forest Preserve, a designated Illinois Nature Preserve, and is located between 
the I and M Canal and the Des Plaines River. The DuPage Forest Preserve District has registered an objection to 
granting this permit, and is joined by Burr Ridge, Lemont, the Tri-State Fire Protection District, the Illinois 
Nature Preserves Commission, and  the Illinois Ornithological Society. To read Lorig Construction’s testimony, 
please visit www.dupageco.org/zoning, and look at the 6/29/17 meeting minutes summary. For a shorter and 
clearer explanation of the issues, see www.burr-ridge.gov/asphalt-batching-plant-information. The Zoning 
Commission will continue to hear testimony, this time opposing the permit application, at its next meeting on 
August 16, 2017, which is open to the public. I will be attending the meeting and reporting further details. 

Vicky Sroczynski 

Questions? Please call 630-297-9512. 

 

                       In Case You Missed It - Spring Bird Count 
 
On July 12, Tara Beveroth of the Illinois Natural History Survey presented to the club on a special springtime 
tradition that has continued in our state for more than 40 years: the Spring Bird Count. Chandler Robbins 
organized the first spring count in Maryland in 1959 and Vern Kleen, who was mentored by Robbins, initiated 
the first statewide Spring Bird Count in Illinois with the help of the Illinois Audubon Society in 1972. The 
Illinois Natural History Survey maintains the database of electronic count records, which date back to 1975. 
 
The goal of the count, held annually on the Saturday that falls between May 4 and May 10, is to get a picture of 
the birdlife found throughout Illinois on that date. Out of 102 total counties in Illinois, about 90 are covered in 
an average year by intrepid volunteer birders who record their sightings, sometimes birding from before dawn 
until sundown. The trends shown by this wealth of data over the decades can be used to inform conservation 
efforts and habitat management decisions for birds in Illinois. Tara showed a number of graphs of SBC data for 
species showing significant declines in Illinois such as the Horned Lark and Red-headed Woodpecker, as well 
as for some other species like Dickcissel, Willow Flycatcher, and Blue-gray Gnatcatcher that look to be 
increasing in numbers. The SBC data also highlights range expansions or shifts, which could indicate bird 
populations' response to a changing climate.  
 
The SBC is not only a means to track the abundance and distribution of common birds from year to year; it also 
provides a record of vagrant species occurring in Illinois during spring migration. Tara highlighted some of the 
exciting vagrants that have been found during the count over the years--including some from DuPage County 
that club members who were present recalled seeing!  
 
Tara finished by describing the goals for the future of the Spring Bird Count. In addition to improving access to 
the online data, INHS would like to bring the county coverage closer to 100 percent by getting more people 
interested in other parts of the state. Whether you choose to cover your local patches or explore a far-flung 
county, mark your calendar to be part of the next Spring Bird Count on May 5, 2018! 
 

http://www.dupageco.org/zoning
http://www.burr-ridge.gov/asphalt-batching-plant-information


          Don’t Miss This!  

         DBC’s 2017 Auction and Fundraiser on October 12 
 
Mark your calendar, and plan to attend the club’s fundraising auction on Thursday, October 12! It’ll be a fun night at 

Cantigny Park and a very important night for our club. Cantigny Park is located on Winfield Road, south of Roosevelt, at 

1S151. Parking is free for this evening event. 

 

Support YOUR club and all that we do! 

 

The auction, held every other year, is DBC’s only major fundraising activity and your chance to support the excellent 

programs you enjoy as a member. We’ve kept dues low so that more members can enjoy our speakers, field trips, spring 

and winter bird counts, lending library, and other benefits. Auction proceeds enable us to keep it all going AND allow us 

to give something back to the birds and the organizations that help conserve them. This year, part of the proceeds of the 

auction will go to assist a project at Fermilab: to construct a birding observation platform along the east shore of A.E. Sea 

to allow better viewing of the lake and birds while protecting the shoreline. 

 

What will you go home with? 

 

Live Auction: 

Not knowing is part of the fun! This is your chance to bid on a wide range of birding items donated by merchants, DBC 

members, and conservation-related organizations. Look for original artwork, optics, photographs, feeders, bird houses, 

seed, memberships, subscriptions, apparel, birding books, software, and gadgets. You can even win a personal field trip 

led by one of DBC’s or other local expert birders! For the first time, we will accept major credit cards for auction items! 

 

Birder’s Bazaar: 

Please come early, 6:15 p.m., to survey the live-auction merchandise and browse the always popular “Birder’s Bazaar.” 

Tables around the room will be loaded with items priced at $1, $3, $5, $10, or >$10. You’re sure to find great deals on 

gently-used books, art, and birding knick-knacks. 

 

Raffle: 

Finally, you’ll love the DBC Raffle. You’ll get a free ticket when you register and get your bid number. Then you can 

improve your chances by purchasing a few additional tickets. Winners will get to choose from a wide array of new 

merchandise and gift certificates. Bring a friend who’s not a club member and you get an extra raffle ticket! 

 

Did we mention the CASH BAR? 

That’s another good reason to arrive early! Cantigny’s famous fresh-baked cookies will be served, too, free of charge. 

 

Donations 

We are not collecting and storing items for the Birder’s Bazaar ahead of time this year. Instead, you are encouraged to 

bring gently-used items for the Birder’s Bazaar tables directly to Cantigny on October 12, but PLEASE arrive early if 

doing so, between 5:00 and 6:00 p.m. Please attach your name to the item, box, or bag you bring and include a list with a 

VERY brief description for each item and which table ($1, $3, $5, $10, or >$10) you think it should go on to help our 

volunteers place items on the $$ tables. If you know by September 15 what you will be donating for the Birder’s Bazaar, 

please send the list of items by email to Davida Kalina at davidakalina@gmail.com to enable us to recognize donors in the 

program. Please do not bring used bird houses, bird baths, or feeders. If you have a new item for the live auction, please 

contact Davida Kalina at davidakalina@gmail.com. We need these items BY September 15, so that we can recognize the 

donors in the program! Please print out our donation-solicitation letter following this article, and bring it to your favorite 

store—but check with Davida first, though, so we don’t bombard the same few vendors. 

 

See you on Auction Night! 

The fun begins at 7 p.m. Please arrive early to register, preview the auction items, and browse the Birder’s Bazaar. Live 

bidding commences at 7:30 p.m., starting with The Thumb Warmer! 

 

Your 2017 Auction Committee: John Baker, Diann Bilderback, Davida Kalina, Vera Miller, Kathy Mineck, Jeff Reiter, 

Jon Grainger, and Stan Zatarski 

mailto:davidakalina@gmail.com
mailto:davidakalina@gmail.com


AUGUST 2017 FIELD TRIPS 

 

NOTE: Check DuPageBirding.org for any trip changes, additions or cancellations. 

This month birds are raising their young, molting feathers, preparing for and in some cases already in their fall 

migration. Our field trips include mid-week trips. There are opportunities for all types of birders to participate 

and enjoy the season. 
Participants, please remember that weather and trail conditions can be variable. Biting insects can be present. 
Please dress accordingly and bring insect repellent. We expect everyone to enjoy birding in a safe manner by 
being careful and prudent. 
This trip list and more club information is on our DBC website at http://www.dupagebirding.org/ 
 

 
Friday, August 11, 5:00 pm 
Know Your Neighborhood: Wood Dale/Itasca 
The eighth of twelve 'Know Your Neighborhood' trips, exploring hidden gems, odd and under-birded hot spots 
in DuPage County, we will explore Salt Creek Marsh and the Wood Dale Reservoir, looking for shorebird 
species. Meet at the parking lot at the end of School St. off of Wood Dale Rd. between Thorndale and Irving 
Park Rd. We will be walking on paved trails. Be sure to bring a spotting scope if you have one. 
Leader: Glenn Perricone, 630-687-2921, gp_arts39@yahoo.com 

Saturday, August 12, 7:30 am  
Cantigny Park, Wheaton 
Cantigny started a birding program in 2008 and offers regular walks on the 500-acre property. Please bear in 
mind that 25 or more birders is common.  Enter through the main gate on Winfield Road (just south of 
Roosevelt Rd.) and tell the attendant you are with the bird walk.  Parking is free.  Meet at the Visitors Center. 
Leader: Jeff Reiter, jreiter@wordsonbirds.com 

Sunday, August 13, 7:30 am 
McKee Marsh, Warrenville 
Join another morning walk to the marsh to check out (we hope) early migrating shorebirds and nesting birds. 
Bring a spotting scope if you have one. Meet at the visitor parking lot on the north side of Mack Rd., located 
between Winfield Rd. and Rt. 59 in Warrenville. Most of our walk will be on Preserve limestone and earthen 
trails; wear appropriate shoes and clothing. 
Leader: Kyle Wiktor 708-506-5186 kylewiktor@msn.com 
  
Wednesday, August 16, 7:30 am 
Greene Valley, Woodridge 
With its mix of woodlands, grasslands, and aquatic habitats (including the "fluddle"), Greene Valley enjoys a 
diverse group of bird species. Meet at the parking lot located about 100 yards south of 79th St. on the west side 
of Greene Rd. in Naperville/Woodridge 
Leaders: Margie & Alan Busic 630-789-3628 bandobirds53@gmail.com 
Nancy Allured 630-240-6004, nallured@comcast.net 
 

http://dupagebirding.org/
http://www.dupagebirding.org/
mailto:gp_arts39@yahoo.com
mailto:jreiter@wordsonbirds.com
mailto:kylewiktor@msn.com
mailto:bandobirds53@gmail.com
mailto:nallured@comcast.net


Thursday, August 17, 5:00 pm 
Fermilab, Batavia – (Pre-registration required) 
Meet at the red barn for a bring-your-own picnic supper while we watch for shorebirds. Think about dessert 
after our birding. The red barn is located at the first stop sign (turn south on Sauk Rd.) after entering Fermilab 
on Batavia Rd. from Route 59. At this time, one may enter at the Pine Street entrance off Kirk Road or Batavia 
Road off Rte. 59. Tell the guard you are there for bird-watching. Be sure to have a photo ID (driver’s license, 
etc) as security will ask to see it. Bring scopes if you have them. Please pre-register. If it’s raining, the trip will 
be cancelled. 
Leaders: Bob & Jean Spitzer 630-790-4842 
Day of FT call cell 630-222-3307,   bobspitzer1@msn.com 
  

Friday, August 25, 2017 5:00 pm 
Fermilab Species Spotlight: Shorebirds (Pre-registration required) 
Come celebrate Fermilab's 50th anniversary with a bird walk! We will be searching the site for shorebird 
species, such as Plovers, Sandpipers and Dowitchers! Because we will be entering non-public areas, 
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED at least two days in advance for the limited number of participants allotted.  
Leader: Glenn Perricone 630-687-2921, gp_arts39@yahoo.com 

 

Sunday, August 27, 7:00 am 
Momence Sod Farms and Nearby Sites TBA Kankakee County (Pre-registration required) 
The sod farms outside of Momence are a stopping point for shorebird species such as American Golden, Black-
bellied, and Buff-breasted Plovers during migration. We will check these fields and other surrounding 
agricultural fields (Western Meadowlark, Vesper Sparrow, etc.) and explore the nearby Pembroke area. 
Spotting scopes would be useful. Bring plenty of snacks and drinks. We will stop for lunch in Momence.  
Please pre-register with Jeff, who will then give you meeting and carpool information. 
Leader: Jeff Smith Cell: 331-481-3362, mrqmagoo13@gmail.com 

 

Other Birding Opportunities 
For additional birding opportunities check out the Illinois Birding Calendar at 
http://www.illinoisbirds.org/illinois-birding-calendar/  
  
Email us if you have questions about the trips or if you would like to lead a trip. Leaders do not have to be 
birding experts, just familiar with the location. There is no need to register for trips unless otherwise indicated. 
Visitors are always welcome. We do not charge fees for birding trips. Field trip information is also found at: 
www.dupagebirding.org 

  
DuPage Birding Club 
Field Trip Coordinators 

Joan Campbell 

peachjmc@gmail.com 
  
Nancy Allured 

DBCFieldTrips@gmail.com 

 

mailto:630-222-3307
mailto:bobspitzer1@msn.com
mailto:gp_arts39@yahoo.com
mailto:mrqmagoo13@gmail.com
http://www.illinoisbirds.org/illinois-birding-calendar/
http://www.dupagebirding.org/
mailto:peachjmc@gmail.com
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   News from the Wacky World of the Web 

 

We Knew Ravens Are Smart. But Not This Smart 

National Geographic 

The birds are surprisingly skilled at planning how to get food in the future, and will even trade for it. Read the 

full story 

Birds-of-Paradise Project: Superb Bird-of-Paradise 

Watch this Psychedelic Smiley Face Dance 

http://www.birdsofparadiseproject.org/content.php?page=83&utm_source=Cornell+Lab+eNews&utm_campaig

n=8711e61991-Cornell+Lab+eNews+7_13_2017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_47588b5758-

8711e61991-292571257 

 

Dance Moves Support Evidence for New Bird-of-Paradise Species – Macaulay Library 

https://www.macaulaylibrary.org/2017/06/30/dance-moves-support-evidence-for-new-bird-of-paradise-

species/?utm_source=Cornell+Lab+eNews&utm_campaign=8711e61991-

Cornell+Lab+eNews+7_13_2017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_47588b5758-8711e61991-292571257 

 

Vancouver Island bald eagles raise red-tailed hawk chick as their own 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/bald-eagles-raise-red-tailed-hawk-1.4151033 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/hawk-survives-with-eagles-1.4221651 

https://apple.news/AE-o-TrBKSKewOjjM0MSWlA
https://apple.news/AE-o-TrBKSKewOjjM0MSWlA
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http://www.birdsofparadiseproject.org/content.php?page=83&utm_source=Cornell+Lab+eNews&utm_campaign=8711e61991-Cornell+Lab+eNews+7_13_2017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_47588b5758-8711e61991-292571257
https://www.macaulaylibrary.org/2017/06/30/dance-moves-support-evidence-for-new-bird-of-paradise-species/?utm_source=Cornell+Lab+eNews&utm_campaign=8711e61991-Cornell+Lab+eNews+7_13_2017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_47588b5758-8711e61991-292571257
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