
 

Drummings April 2017 

Next Meeting 
 

April 6, 2017 
7:00 p.m.  Social Time 
7:30 p.m.  Speaker 
 
Faith Lutheran Church 
41 N. Park Blvd. Glen Ellyn 
Basement 
 
6:00 p.m. Pre-meeting dinner 
Panera Bread   
541 Roosevelt Rd. Glen Ellyn 

 
 

             President’s Message 
 

Several days ago, one of the winter raptor survey teams I’m part of went 

on our final run of the season to La Salle County. These once/month 

surveys begin in December and conclude in March. If I make them all, I 

do twelve runs each winter. Every year, I reflect back at their highlights 

and look at the lists of birds that I’ve seen. Sometimes, I get some good 

photos to share with the team and keep as mementoes of days past. More 

importantly, I reflect on the friendships, the conversations, the laughs we 

share, and the world problems we solve – all in the 4 x 6 cabin of a car 

while watching for those hawklike specks.                               

I look back and ask, How did this happen?  When I joined the DuPage 

Birding Club, I didn’t know anyone. I was a stranger to all but was 

welcomed by many. I participated in bird outings and trips whenever I 

could, and met many people with the same goal – enjoying birds, getting 

out and finding those elusive target species we all hope to see. Looking 

back, I couldn’t ask for a better outcome. I am proud to be a member of 

the DuPage Birding Club.                                                                          

Just a few days ago was the first day of spring. The clocks jumped one 

hour ahead, and the days are getting longer, so we have more daylight 

hours in our quests. This clock change also means that the Illinois Spring 

Bird Count is just around the corner. The first Spring Bird Count in 

Illinois took place 45 years ago, on Saturday May 6, 1972. Since then, the 

Count has been conducted in all 102 counties of Illinois, However, 

because of birder shortages in the more rural counties, in some years not 

all 102 counties are counted. Each county has a compiler; in DuPage 

County, our compiler is Bob Fisher. His responsibility is to divide DuPage 

into manageable Areas, recruit Area Captains and their volunteer teams, 

then compile and report our county’s data to the State compiler, where it’s 

entered into the master database and used to estimate changes in 

populations and range of various bird species throughout Illinois. Soooo! 

Now is your opportunity. This year’s Spring Bird Count is on Saturday 

May 6
th

.  If you’ve not participated in the Spring Bird Count, I urge you to 

get involved. You will have a great time, make new friends, and do 

something that is vital to the understanding of and preservation of birds 

and their habitats. Never done it before? Contact Bob at 

dupagespringbc@aol.com and he’ll hook you up with a team. And don’t 

forget, our Field Trip Committee and Field Trip Leaders have put together 

a great variety of spring field trips for April. Look over the itinerary and 

select the trips you are interested in. You will not be disappointed. 

Thanks and I’ll see you in the field. 

Stan Zatarski 

 

DuPage Birding Club 

Upcoming Events 
  
May 6th    

Spring Bird Count 

   Throughout DuPage Co. 

 

May 11  

DBC Meeting 

 Mary Hennen, Field Museum 

“ The Peregrine Falcon Project” 
 

mailto:dupagespringbc@aol.com


 

April 2017 Field Trips 
 
These early spring field trips are designed to cover areas where we hope to see early migrating waterfowl, raptors, early 
passerines, returning species and shorebirds.  We are offering many field trips, including mid-week trips.  There are 
opportunities for all types of birders to participate and enjoy the season.  There is special support for new birders on 
some trips.  Participants, please remember that the weather can still be very cold, and trails can be muddy, so dress 
accordingly.  As the weather warms, be prepared for insects and ticks.  Enjoy birding in a safe manner. 

 
Check the club website at DuPageBirding.org for the latest information about field trips, meetings, and 
other club activities. http://www.dupagebirding.org/  

 
 
Sunday, April 2, 6:30 am 
Hennepin Area, Illinois River (Pre-registration required) 

This will be an all-day trip.  Target birds will be waterfowl, along with other migrants and local specialties.  We will be 
stopping for lunch on the way, but bring plenty of water and snacks.  Scopes would be useful.  We will meet and carpool 
from the “Park & Ride” parking lot on Old Chicago Drive, on the east side of Rte. 53 about 1/4 mile south of I-55 in 
Bolingbrook (behind the Ramada Inn).  Pre-registration required with the leader.   
Leader: Jeff Smith, Cell: 331-481-3362, mrqmagoo13@gmail.com 
 
 
Wednesday, April 5, 9:00 am 
Heron Rookery, Danada Forest Preserve, Wheaton 
This location has the designation of “Important Bird Area.”  Bring your scopes to watch the Great Blue Herons set up their 
nesting at Danada Forest Preserve.  We will also look for other spring arrivals on this morning of birding.  Drive south on 
Naperville Road from Rte. 56 (Butterfield Rd.), turn to the west at the traffic light into the Forest Preserve Headquarters, 
and proceed to the west side of the DuPage FP HQ parking area.  Wear appropriate clothing and boots for walking trails 
on this morning field trip. 
Leaders: Bob and Jean Spitzer, 630-790-4842 (on birding day 630-222-3307), bobspitzer1@msn.com 
 
 
Friday, April 7, 8:00 –11:00 am 
Heritage Quarries Recreational Area (Lemont), Sag Quarries, & Saganashkee Slough  
We are looking primarily for migrating waterfowl and gulls at “Lemont Quarries” and several Palos-area lakes. If you have 
a scope, please bring it. Lemont Quarries can be windy. Take Lemont Road south past Bluff Road over the Des Plaines 
River and the I and M Canal; turn left onto Illinois Street, travel two very short blocks, take a left at the stop sign 
(Stephens), go one block, take a right at the light (Main), and drive three blocks east to the Turn About Pizza restaurant 
(on the right/south side)—at the restaurant, take the driveway on your left over the train tracks-this is Dan Fielding Drive, 
and you will see a large “K-Steel sign on your right, by the tracks. Turn right on Fielding Drive, which becomes a gravel 
road—and drive a short distance to parking lot on your right just before the canal. The parking lot has a sign for the 
preserve. You will cross over a second railroad track that is ungated. 
Leader: Vicky Sroczynski, 630-964-8277, Cell: 630-297-9512,vsroczynski@comcast.net  

 
 
Saturday, April 8, 7:30 am  
Cantigny Park, Wheaton 

Cantigny started a birding program in 2008 and offers regular walks on the 500-acre property. Please bear in mind that 
25 or more birders is common.  Enter through the main gate on Winfield Road (just south of Roosevelt Rd.) and tell the 
attendant you are with the bird walk.  Parking is free.  Meet at the Visitors Center. 
Leader: Jeff Reiter, jreiter@wordsonbirds.com 
  
 

http://www.dupagebirding.org/
mailto:mrqmagoo13@gmail.com
mailto:630-222-3307
mailto:bobspitzer1@msn.com
mailto:vsroczynski@comcast.net
mailto:jreiter@wordsonbirds.com


Sunday, April 9, 8:00 am  
McDowell Grove Forest Preserve, Naperville 

The focus of the trip will be early migrants, forest and scrubland birds.  Meet in the parking lot off Raymond Drive. Most of 
our walk will be on Preserve gravel and good earthen trails; wear appropriate shoes and clothing. 
Leader: Joe Suchecki, 630-368-5570, issuesman50@yahoo.com 
 
 
Friday April 14, 4:30 pm 
Know Your Neighborhood: Elmhurst 
The fourth of twelve 'Know Your Neighborhood' trips, exploring hidden gems, odd and under-birded hot spots in DuPage 
County, we will be checking the Elmhurst ComEd Substation for Monk Parakeet and the Elmhurst Quarry for early nesting 
birds. Meet at Crestview Park in Elmhurst, on Crestview Ave. off of York Rd, north of I290. We will consolidate vehicles 
and leave promptly at 4:30 pm. We should be back no later than 6:15 pm. Afterwards, for those interested, we will dine 
downtown. There will be limited walking, but dress for the weather. A spotting scope would be useful if you have one. 
Leader:  Glenn Perricone, 630-687-2921, gp_arts39@yahoo.com 
 
 
Saturday, April 15, 8:00 am 
Greene Valley, Woodridge 
This morning trip, will be oriented toward early Spring migration. We will be at a leisurely pace to provide as much time as 
desired to look at each bird and to answer questions for any new birders. Meet at the Thunderbird Youth Camp Parking 
Lot.  Go west on 79th about 1/2 mile, the entrance is on south side of 79th Street, west of Greene Road in 
Naperville/Woodridge. 
Leader:  Bonnie Graham, 630-204-8750,  trekfan917@sbcglobal.net 

 
 
Sunday April 16, 8:30am 
Fermilab Species Spotlight: Vesper Sparrow (Pre-registration required) 

Come celebrate Fermilab's 50th anniversary with some birding! The ‘Fermilab Species Spotlight’ features uncommon birds 
or those particularly unique to Fermilab. April highlights an early arriving breeding bird, the often overlooked Vesper 
Sparrow. Because we will be entering non-public areas of the lab, a limited amount of participants can be escorted, thus 
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED at minimum three days ahead of time. Upon registration, additional details will be 
disclosed. 
Leader:  Glenn Perricone, 630-687-2921, gp_arts39@yahoo.com 

 
 
Wednesday, April 19, 7:00 pm 
Woodcocks, Greene Valley Forest Preserve 

Greene Valley Forest Preserve is known for its Woodcock displays which begin shortly after sunset.  Join us on this spring 
walk. Meet at the west entrance parking lot, on the south side of 79th St. west of Greene Rd. in Woodridge. 
Leader: Jeff Smith, 331-481-3362, mrqmagoo13@gmail.com 
 
 
Friday, April 21, 8:00 -10:30 am 
Waterfall Glen Forest Preserve, Darien  

This is a morning field trip over unpaved, hilly trails, so ankle-supporting boots are helpful.  Target birds are early migrants, 
including Pine Warblers and Broad-winged Hawks.  Meet at the south ranger station parking lot. Take Cass Ave. south 
from I-55 until it ends at Bluff, turn left at stop sign, drive east to ranger station parking lot on right-please note, this parking 
lot fills up fast so arrive early. If you are running late, please call leader to see if you should park at the gravel pull-off at 
Cass/Bluff instead.  
Leader: Vicky Sroczynski, 630-964-8277, Cell: 630-297-9512, vsroczynski@comcast.net for questions. 

 
 
Saturday, April 22, 8:00 am 
McKee Marsh, Warrenville 

Join another morning walk to the marsh to check out early migrating birds.  We hope to see migrant waterfowl.  Bring a 
spotting scope if you have one.  Meet at the visitor parking lot on the north side of Mack Rd., located between Winfield Rd. 
and Rt. 59 in Warrenville.  Most of our walk will be on Preserve limestone and earthen trails; wear appropriate shoes and 
clothing. 

Leader: Joan Campbell, 630-337-2605, peachjmc@gmail.com  

mailto:issuesman50@yahoo.com
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Sunday, April 23, 7:30 am 
Cricket Creek Forest Preserve, Addison 

This morning trip, is especially designed for new birders and will be at a leisurely pace to provide as much time as desired 
to look at each bird and to answer questions on equipment or bird identification.  Join us for a morning walk to check out 
this small preserve on the eastern side of DuPage County, right next to Salt Creek.  Meet at the parking lot north of 
Fullerton Avenue (west of Rt. 83, east of Villa Avenue).  Here is a link to a website map for Cricket Creek: 
http://www.dupageforest.com/uploadedFiles/Content/District_News/Plans_and_Projects/cricket%20creek%20map.pdf 
Leader:  Lesa Hipes, 630-689-7463, lesahipes@gmail.com 

 
 
Friday, April 28, 2017 7:00 pm 
Saturday, April 29, 2017 7:00 pm 
Birding By Ear: Nocturnal Flight Calls, Fermilab (Pre-registration required) 
Leave your binoculars at home and bring a lawn chair instead for this unique birding experience! During migration, we 
observe only a fraction of the migrants that pass through an area during the daylight hours. After dark fall, many species of 
neotropic migrants follow the stars and move through the night sky. We will meet at Fermilab and spend the first hour 
learning and reviewing common nocturnal migrant species and their calls. Once the sun is down, we will head out and 
conduct a flight call count! ADVANCE REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED as their will be limited participants per evening. 
Additional details will be disclosed upon registration. 
Leader:  Glenn Perricone, 630-687-2921, gp_arts39@yahoo.com 

 
 
Other Birding Opportunities: 
 
Wolf Road Prairie, Cook County 
Three woodcock watches will be conducted by Save the Prairie Society and held on the deck of the historic 
Franzosenbusch Prairie House at 11225 Constitution Drive, Westchester, IL (West of Wolf Road between 22nd and 31st 
Streets).  For more information please go to their website at http://www.savetheprairiesociety.org   
 
For additional birding opportunities check out the Illinois Birding Calendar at http://www.illinoisbirds.org/illinois-birding-
calendar/ 
  
Email us if you have questions about the trips or if you would like to lead a trip. Leaders do not have to be birding experts, 
just familiar with the location. There is no need to register for trips unless otherwise indicated. Visitors are always 
welcome. We do not charge fees for birding trips. Field trip information is also found at: www.dupagebirding.org 
 
 
Field Trip Coordinators 

 
Joan Campbell 
peachjmc@gmail.com 
 
Nancy Allured 
DBCFieldTrips@gmail.com 
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    April  6 Speaker 

 

What we Learned From Birding the Preserves 

Douglas Stotz, The Field Museum 

 

In 2016, Cook County Forest Preserves sponsored #BirdthePreserves. It resulted in 

hundreds of birders focusing their efforts on covering more than 20 Forest Preserve 

sites in Cook Co. Popular speaker Doug Stotz will tell us what new information 

about birds in the Chicago area came from this effort. He will talk about what was 

learned about distribution, abundance, timing of migration, and breeding from all 

those observers. The results clearly show the great impact “amateur science” can 

have on fundamental knowledge about birds. 

 

 

https://www.fieldmuseum.org/about/staff/profile/391
https://www.google.com/#safe=off&q=%23birdthepreserves


 

 




