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Drummings September 2017

Next Meeting

September 14, 2017
7:00 p.m.  Social Time
7:30 p.m.  Speaker

Faith Lutheran Church
41 N. Park Blvd. Glen Ellyn
Basement

6:00 p.m. Pre-meeting dinner
Panera Bread  
541 Roosevelt Rd. Glen Ellyn

      President’s Message

Fall migration of shore birds has been underway in our area for a 
number of weeks now and if you have been monitoring the 
numerous reports, you are aware of the many varieties of 
shorebirds that have been sighted. The widow of opportunity for 
shorebirds is closing, but right behind that is the fall migration of 
sparrows, warblers and other passerines. What a great time of year 
this is for bird watching!  I hope you are able to take advantage of 
the many opportunities to seek out and find the birds you are 
interested in.  Don’t forget to check out the September field trip 
schedule to help you plan your birding activities.

The other rite of passage for fall is the annual start of the Greene 
Valley Hawk Watch on September 1st.  A number of DBC members  
are involved with the Hawk Watch and you can find them on top of 
the Greene Valley Forest Preserve landfill through November 30th. 
Interested? We usually have one or two field trips that visit the 
Hawk Watch or you can contact Bob Fisher at 
BFisher928@aol.com for more information.

I recently had the privilege to spend the day at the second annual 
Illinois Young Birders Symposium that took place it Ryerson 
Woods in Lake County. If you recall, the DBC is one of the 
sponsors of this event. I can tell you, our sponsorship and donation 
dollars are well spent. I was totally amazed by the knowledge, 
photographic abilities and artistic paintings that these young 
birders (average age 12) shared. In addition, there were 
presentations by about eight of these young boys and girls to their 
fellow members about various subject matters relating to birds, 
habitat and trips. Originally, I was going to stay about an hour or 
so, but once the program began, I was so impressed; I did not want 
to miss a single presentation. I stayed the entire day and I’m glad I 
did. 

Finally, Thanks to all of you that have renewed your club 
membership.

Stan Zatarski

President 

DuPage Birding Club
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   DuPage Forest Preserve District News

McDowell Grove construction update: the district is advising folks to steer clear of this forest 
preserve due to heavy machinery that has now been brought in to work on construction projects. 
Please be careful if biking in to the preserve.

New bike trail- A nice large path has been cleared along Greene Road, south of the landfill, which 
will be a bike trail joining Greene Valley and Whalon Lake Preserve. Thanks to Elmhurst Stone, and 
the forest preserve districts of Will and DuPage Counties, for this much-needed trail.

Natural Resources Management Fall Picnic-Are you a Natural Resources Management volunteer? 
Then don’t forget to RSVP for the First Annual NRM Volunteer Fall Picnic by 9/15/17 to Kathleen 
Lech, at KLech@dupageforest.org. The picnic will be held at St. James Farm (Hoy parking entrance) 
Friday 9/23/17 from 4:30pm-7:30pm. Dinner, wagon rides, new volunteer t-shirts and a raffle await 
us. It will be nice to talk with our hard-working NRM staff and volunteers.  Bring a dessert to share!

Lorig Construction Company Asphalt Plant Conditional Use Permit Update: Four club members 
attended the DuPage Zoning Board of Appeals hearing on August 16th, when expert witnesses 
testified on behalf of groups opposing the asphalt plant. A traffic expert testified that traffic 
problems will be worsened on southbound Rte 83 especially; the former county Planner testified that 
the property was originally designated as “open space” and 100-plus residents submitted petitions 
opposing the county allowing construction of the asphalt plant-some reside within 400-700 feet of 
the proposed drum. More opposition testimony, and possibly public comment, will occur at the next 
hearing, September 28th at 6pm. Hearings will probably continue into late December, when the 
Zoning Board will make their recommendation to the full County Board.  We will continue to monitor 
this matter.

Vicky Sroczynski

! ! ! ! September 14th DBC Meeting

The most frequent program request made to DuPage Birding Club’s Outreach Committee is for 
a program about attracting birds. Outreach coordinator John Cebula has prepared programs 
answering this request: John call’s the latest version “I’ve Seen a Hundred Species in My Yard: 
Nurturing Wildlife in Your Garden.” John will be sharing this program with us at our September 
meeting.

Influenced by the writings of Doug Tallamy (Bringing Nature Home), John’s program focuses 
less on the How of attracting birds and more on the Why. A resident of DuPage County for five 
decades (and a birder for seven!), John has witnessed the often-dramatic changes in the county’s 
natural history: the disappearance of habitat, the inability of communities to rely on local water 
supplies, and the disappearance of once-common species of birds, among many other changes.

John is eager for club members to share their criticisms of and suggestions for this program. 
This will be his chance to hear feedback from knowledgeable birders and to share their 
knowledge with the community. 

mailto:KLech@dupageforest.org
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September 2017 Field Trips
The coming early fall months are the time for birds to begin their migration southward.  There are opportunities 
for all types of birders to participate and enjoy the season.   We are offering a variety of field trips both during 
the week and on weekends. Birders of all skills level are welcome.

Situations sometimes change, check our DBC website (DuPage Birding Club) for the latest status information.  
Participants are welcome to contact the trip leader if they have questions.  Our field trip leaders can help you 
find the trip’s starting location if you need additional directions.
Participants, remember that weather and trail conditions can be variable. Biting insects can be present. Please 
dress accordingly and bring insect repellent. We expect everyone to enjoy birding in a safe manner by being 
careful and prudent.

Friday September 1, 5:00 pm
Know Your Neighborhood: Glen Ellyn
The ninth of twelve 'Know Your Neighborhood' trips, exploring hidden gems, odd and under-birded hot spots in 
DuPage County, we will explore the natural areas at the College of DuPage in search of migratory birds. Meet 
at the Russel R. Kirt Prairie staff parking lot on Prairie Dr. From there, we will also visit the on-campus BJ 
Hoddinott Sanctuary and East Prairie Ecological Area.
Leader:  Glenn Perricone, 630-687-2921, gp_arts39@yahoo.com

Sunday, September 3, 8:30 am
Fermilab, Batavia
Join an official site monitor as we look for fall migrants and remnant breeders in the famed Sparrow Hedge 
area. This will be a 3-4 hour walk, on mowed (not paved) paths. Bug Spray is strongly recommended. Meet at 
the red (Anderson) barn parking lot at the end of Sauk Circle (Turn left at the first stop sign after entering Fermi 
lab on Batavia Rd from Rt 59.) The gates open at 8 a.m. The guard will ask to see a driver’s license. When 
asked, tell the guard you are there for birding. From the Kirk Rd gate, follow Pine St through, and Sauk Circle 
is the next stop sign after Eola Rd.
Leader:  Glenn Perricone, 630-687-2921, gp_arts39@yahoo.com

Thursday, September 7, 7:30 am
Knoch Knolls Nature Center and Park in South Naperville
We will be looking for fall warblers and other migrating passerines on this morning trip. Knoch Knolls is 
located at 320 Knoch Knolls Rd.  
Directions:  in Naperville go south on Washington St past 87th Street, and in 0.6 mi turn right onto Ring Rd.  In 
400 ft. turn left onto Knoch Knolls Rd and in 0.7 mi turn left into the park.  Meet at the Visitor’s Center Parking 
lot. 
Leaders: Marcia & Lee Nye, 630-605-6374, warbler4908@gmail.com

http://www.dupagebirding.org/
http://www.dupagebirding.org/
mailto:gp_arts39@yahoo.com
mailto:gp_arts39@yahoo.com
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Saturday September 9, 7:30 am
Cantigny Park, Wheaton
Cantigny started a birding program in 2008 and offers regular walks on the 500-acre property. Please bear in 
mind that 25 or more birders is common.  Enter through the main gate on Winfield Rd (just south of Roosevelt 
Rd) and tell the attendant you are with the bird walk.  Parking is free.  Meet at the Visitors Center.
Leader: Jeff Reiter, jreiter@wordsonbirds.com 

Saturday, September 16, 7:00 am
McKee Marsh, Warrenville 
Join our morning walk around the marsh to check out check out fall migrants as well as resident birds.   We 
hope to see migrant waterfowl.  Meet at the visitor parking lot on the north side of Mack Rd, located between 
Winfield Rd and Rt 59 in Warrenville.   Most of our walk will be on limestone and earthen trails; wear 
appropriate shoes and clothing.  Please bring a scope if you have one.
Leader: Kathy Mineck, cell: 630-254-4077, kmineck@yahoo.com 
  
Saturday, September 16, 7:00 am
Montrose Migration (Chicago Lakefront)
The Montrose Harbor, Magic Hedge and Lake Michigan can hold lots of birds during fall migration. Exit 
Lakeshore Drive at Montrose going east towards the lake; turn right at the bait shop, and after a block or so 
park along the side of the road. We will meet at the entrance of the “magic hedge” path at the sidewalk, which 
is across from the boat harbor. Be there on time, or you may encounter parking problems and traffic congestion!
Leaders: Bob and Karen Fisher, 630-985-2956, KFisher928@aol.com

Thursday, September 21, 7:30 am
Greene Valley, Woodridge
With its mix of woodlands, grasslands, and aquatic habitats (including the “fluddle”), Greene Valley enjoys a 
diverse group of bird species. Meet at the main entrance parking lot, about 0.8 mi south of 75th St on the west 
side of Greene Rd in Naperville/Woodridge. Be prepared for the possibility of a significant level of mosquito 
activity.
Leader:  Mike Madsen, 630-310-2616, mmadsen48@comcast.net 

Saturday, September 23, 8:00 am
Greene Valley, Woodridge
This morning trip, oriented toward early fall, late summer birds, is especially designed for new birders and will 
be at a leisurely pace to provide as much time as desired to look at each bird and to answer questions on 
equipment or bird identification. Meet at the Thunderbird Youth Camp Parking Lot.  Go west on 79th about 1/2 
mile, the entrance is on south side of 79th Street, west of Greene Road in Naperville/Woodridge.
Leader: Bonnie Graham, 630-204-8750, trekfan917@sbcglobal.net

mailto:jreiter@wordsonbirds.com
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Saturday, September 23, 8:00 am
Greene Valley, Woodridge
This morning trip, oriented toward early fall, late summer birds, is especially designed for new birders and will 
be at a leisurely pace to provide as much time as desired to look at each bird and to answer questions on 
equipment or bird identification. Meet at the Thunderbird Youth Camp Parking Lot.  Go west on 79th about 1/2 
mile, the entrance is on south side of 79th Street, west of Greene Road in Naperville/Woodridge.
Leader: Bonnie Graham, 630-204-8750, trekfan917@sbcglobal.net

Saturday, September 23, 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
Greene Valley FP Hawk Watch Part 1
Join the Hawk Watch Team in recording raptor observations from DuPage County's 2nd highest point.  
Expected raptors include: Red-tailed, Broad-winged, Sharp-shinned, and Cooper's Hawks; Peregrine Falcon, 
Merlin, Kestrel, Osprey, Bald Eagle, and Turkey Vulture.  Entrance to the hill is on Greene Rd south of 71st St. 
Meet at the top of the hill after 11:00 a.m.  Note: The Forest Preserve does not open the gate to drive up on top 
of the hill until 11:00 a.m. Bring lunch, water, hat, lawn chair, and scope. It can be 10-15 degrees cooler, and 
windy, on the hill, so bring clothing to layer.  Make a day of it and explore Greene Valley's trails before the hill 
opens. For more information on hawk watching go to: www.hmana.org
Leader: Vicky Sroczynski, 630-964-8277,  vsroczynski@comcast.net 

Sunday, September 24, 7:00 am-9:00 am
York Woods, Oak Brook
York Woods is a small site with good paths. Meet at the main entrance parking lot. There will be the usual 
suspects plus migrants.  Beginning birders always welcome.
Directions: From York Rd, south of Roosevelt, take the I-88 exit, then turn right for the parking lot. Anyone 
driving north on York Rd will need to drive north to Butterfield Rd and turn around**. (**just after driving over 
Roosevelt Rd, turn left into the health center, turn around in the parking lot, and go back south on York Rd. 
There is an exit for I-88 on the right, which has a right turn-off for the York Woods main parking lot.)
Leader: Kathy Mineck, cell: 630-254-4077, kmineck@yahoo.com 

Other Birding Opportunities
For additional birding opportunities check out the Illinois Birding Calendar at
http://www.illinoisbirds.org/illinois-birding-calendar/ 

Email us if you have questions about the trips or if you would like to lead a trip. Leaders do not have to be 
birding experts, just familiar with the location. There is no need to register for trips unless otherwise indicated. 
Visitors are always welcome. We do not charge fees for birding trips. Field trip information is also found at: 
www.dupagebirding.org
 
DuPage Birding Club
Field Trip Coordinators
Joan Campbell
peachjmc@gmail.com

Nancy Allured
DBCFieldTrips@gmail.com
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       News from the Wacky World of the Web

A Mesmerizing Look at Hummingbirds in Flight
National Geographic

When it comes to aerodynamics, these tiny creatures are fine-tuned machines. Read the full story

Why Would a Bird Feed Fish?
National Geographic

Is it a good Samaritan or just confused? Experts weigh in. Read the full story

State of the Birds 2017

http://www.stateofthebirds.org/2017/

Sunday, February 26, 7:00 am
Mississippi River Eagles & More
This will be an all-day trip to visit several sites along the Mississippi River to see eagles, other raptors,
gulls, and waterfowl. Meet at 7 am in the parking lot west of the main building of Yorktown Mall (facing
Highland, near the Carson Pirie Scott store) in Lombard. Bring walkie-talkies if available, scopes, and
dress for the cold. 
NOTE: This trip is limited to 20 people (6 cars). Please register with the leader after February 2.
Leader: Urs Geiser 630-310-9443, ugeiser@comcast.net

Other Birding Opportunities: For additional birding opportunities check out the Illinois Birding
Calendar at http://www.illinoisbirds.org/calendar/

Call us if you have questions about the trips or if you would like to lead a trip. Leaders do not have to be birding experts, 
just familiar with the location. There is no need to register for trips unless otherwise indicated. Visitors are always 
welcome. We do not charge fees for birding trips. Field trip information is also found at: www.dupagebirding.org

Field Trip Coordinators
Joan Campbell
peachjmc@gmail.com

Nancy Allured
DBCFieldTrips@gmail.com

DuPage Birding Club
The club exists to provide fun and camaraderie between birders of all skill levels and ages 
while enjoying some serious birding experiences.

Member Benefits include:
• Meetings featuring regional and national speakers 
• Field Trips throughout the year 
• Informative Club Website 
• Illinois Spring Bird Count
• Christmas Bird Count 
• DuPage County Checklist 
• Lending Library of bird-related videos & books 
• Biennial Auction of birding items

Contact Us at dbcboard@gmail.com
 
President :    Stan Zatarski
 
Vice President, Programs :John Baker

Send your articles and photos to chipnotes2013@gmail.com for inclusion in DRUMMINGS.
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