
 

Drummings September 2018 

Next Meeting 
 

September 12, 2018 
7:00 p.m.  Social Time 
7:30 p.m.  Speaker 
 
Faith Lutheran Church 
41 N. Park Blvd. Glen Ellyn 
Basement 
 
6:00 p.m. Pre-meeting dinner 
Panera Bread   
751 Roosevelt Rd. Glen Ellyn 
Note NEW LOCATION 
 

 

DuPage Birding Club 

   Presidents Message 

 
The Cowbird—the Bird We Love to Hate 

Or, Not Everything We Know Is True 

 
This is a continuation of last month’s discourse on Brood Parasites—a further look 

at North America’s most notorious. 

First, let me say that there are in the world five cowbirds: 

1. Our familiar Brown-headed Cowbird 

2. Bronzed Cowbird, seen in our Southwest 

3. Shiny Cowbird, native to South America but occasionally seen in 

Florida 

4. Giant Cowbird, native to southern Mexico and northern South America 

5. Screaming Cowbird, native to southern South America. 

All are brood parasites. 

The canard a lot of us have heard is that the Brown-headed Cowbird became a brood 

parasite because they followed the Bison herds of the Great Plains and didn’t have 

time to build nests. They followed the Bison herds locally because they feed on the 

insects that the grazers stir up. As do, for instance Cattle Egrets, which are not brood 

parasites. Cowbrids use other birds’ nests because that’s what they evolved to to—in 

the rain forests of South America, where there are plenty of nests to parasitize and 

no grazers to follow. 

The Bison herds were important to the plains in other ways. Where they wallowed 

made great leks (mating grounds) for the Prairie Chickens. They moved around a lot 

and did not overgraze (as cattle and sheep tend to) and thus kept the plains 

ecosystem healthy. 

The Cowbirds, meantime, ate the insects the Bison stirred up and the females laid up 

to 25 eggs each year in up to a half-dozen nests of whatever species they could find. 

When the Bison almost vanished, the thought is, the Cowbirds changed to following 

horses and cattle. Since these grazers had a wider range than the Bison, the thought 

continues, the Cowbirds increased their range and the number of bird species that 

they parasitized. And these new species, the thinking goes, didn’t have the defense 

mechanisms to protect themselves. In particular, the Cowbirds caused the decline 

towards extinction of the Kirtland Warbler. 

I think that overstates the case. Certainly, Cowbirds are not friends of the Kirtland 

Warbler, but the primary reason for their decline is the mismanagement by humans 

of their Jack Pine habitat. Our zealous prevention of forest fires has prevented the 

regrowth of the pines upon which the Warblers rely. We’ve changed our ways, and 

the Warblers are coming back. And, we’ve been trapping thousands of Cowbirds 

each year in the Warbler breeding areas and euthanizing them. Strangely, the 

number caught and killed each year is about the same, so the procedure seemingly 

has no effect on their population. 

The Cowbirds are part of our environment and I’m fine with that. They’re all part of 

nature’s plan. 

John Baker 

President 



September 2018 Field Trips 

 
NOTE: All last-minute changes are posted on dupagebirding.org/field-trips 
Early fall is the time for birds to begin their migration southward.  There are opportunities for all types of birders to 
participate and enjoy the season.   We are offering a variety of field trips both during the week and on weekends. Birders 
of all skill levels are welcome. Participants are welcome to contact the trip leader if you have questions.  Our field trip 
leaders can help you find the trip’s starting location if you need additional directions. 

Participants remember that weather and trail conditions can be variable. Biting insects can still be present. Please dress 
accordingly and bring insect repellent. We expect everyone to enjoy birding in a safe manner by being careful and 
prudent. 

 

Saturday, September 1, 8:30 am 
Fermilab, Batavia 
Join an official site monitor as we look for fall migrants and remnant breeders in the famed Sparrow Hedge area. This will 
be a 3-4 hour walk, on mowed (not paved) paths. Bug Spray is strongly recommended. Meet at the red (Anderson) barn 
parking lot at the end of Sauk Circle (Turn left at the first stop sign after entering Fermi lab on Batavia Rd from Rt 59.) 
The gates open at 8 a.m. The guard will ask to see a driver’s license. When asked, tell the guard you are there for birding. 
From the Kirk Rd gate, follow Pine St through, and Sauk Circle is the next stop sign after Eola Rd. 
Leader:  Glenn Perricone, 630-687-2921, gperricone@dupagebirding.org  
 
 
Monday, September 3, 10:00 pm 
Birding By Ear: Nocturnal Flight Calls: Reed Kepler Park, West Chicago 
Leave your binoculars at home and bring a lawn chair instead for this unique birding experience! During migration, we 
observe only a fraction of the migrants that pass through an area during the daylight hours. After dark fall, many species 
of neotropic migrants follow the stars and move through the night sky. This evening we will conduct a flight call count. 
Meet at the farthest west parking lot (near the dog park) where we will sit under the night sky and listen for birds! 
Leader:  Glenn Perricone, 630-687-2921, gperricone@dupagebirding.org  
 
 
Tuesday, September 4, 8:00 am 
Bemis Woods North, Western Springs 
Fall migration is getting started!  The trails of Bemis Woods North are a great place to look for migrants.  Meet by the 
metal bridge at Bemis Woods North.  The entrance is on the west side of Wolf Road, north of Ogden and just south of 
31st Street.  Drive to the metal bridge near the far end of the road.  Trails may be muddy or slippery following rains.  
Please wear appropriate shoes and clothing; be prepared with insect repellent.  If time and interest allow we may also 
spend some time in Salt Creek Woods or Bemis South.  All levels of birder are welcome.  
Leader: Linda Padera, 708-870-5385, lpadera@dupagebirding.org  
 

Friday September 7, 5:30 p.m. 
Know Your Neighborhood:  Naperville 
The ninth of twelve 'Know Your Neighborhood' trips, exploring hidden gems, odd and under-birded hot spots in DuPage 
County, we will walk the West Branch DuPage River Trail, looking for migrant species such as thrushes and warblers. 
Meet at the Pioneer Park parking lot located at 1176 S. Washington St. From there, we will leave promptly at 5:30 and 
walk the paved trail south along the river. 
Leader:  Glenn Perricone, 630-687-2921, gperricone@dupagebirding.org  
 

Saturday, September 8, 7:30 am  
Cantigny Park, Wheaton 
Cantigny started a birding program in 2008 and offers regular walks on the 500-acre property. Please bear in mind that 25 
or more birders is common.  Enter through the main gate on Winfield Road (just south of Roosevelt Rd.) and tell the 
attendant you are with the bird walk.  Parking is free.  Meet at the Visitors Center. 
Leader: Joan Campbell, jcampbell@dupagebirding.org 

mailto:gperricone@dupagebirding.org
mailto:gperricone@dupagebirding.org
mailto:lpadera@dupagebirding.org
mailto:gperricone@dupagebirding.org
mailto:jcampbell@dupagebirding.org


Saturday, September 8, 7:30 am 
Birding plus Breakfast Brunch 
Pate Phillips State Park/Tri County Park, Bartlett 
We are offering another Birding and Breakfast experience.  We will start with a bird walk at 7:30 a.m. at Pate Phillips 
State Park and may even move on to look at portions of the nearby Pratt’s Wayne Woods F.P.   After getting our fill of 
birding, we will move on to a nearby restaurant for our second filling of Birder’s Brunch.  Meet at the Tri-County Park 
located on Stearns Road, northwest of Pratt’s Wayne Woods.  From Rt. 59, take Stearns Rd. west. The park entrance is on 
the north side. Follow the entrance road to the right and meet at the pavilion parking lot, not the lot for the administration 
building. 
Leaders: Bob  & Jean Spitzer, 630-790-4842, (birding day Cell: 630-222-3307), 
bspitzer@dupagebirding.org        
 
Monday, September 10, 10:00 pm 
Birding By Ear: Nocturnal Flight Calls: Reed Kepler Park, West Chicago 
Leave your binoculars at home and bring a lawn chair instead for this unique birding experience! During migration, we 
observe only a fraction of the migrants that pass through an area during the daylight hours. After dark fall, many species 
of neotropic migrants follow the stars and move through the night sky. This evening we will conduct a flight call count. 
Meet at the farthest west parking lot (near the dog park) where we will sit under the night sky and listen for birds! 
Leader:  Glenn Perricone, 630-687-2921, gperricone@dupagebirding.org  
 
Saturday, September 15, 7:00 am 
Montrose Migration (Chicago Lakefront) 

The Montrose Harbor, Magic Hedge and Lake Michigan can hold lots of birds during fall migration. Exit Lakeshore 

Drive at Montrose going east towards the lake; turn right at the bait shop, and after a block or so park along the side of the 

road. We will meet at the entrance of the “magic hedge” path at the sidewalk, which is across from the boat harbor. Be 

there on time, or you may encounter parking problems and traffic congestion! Advance registration requested, so 
contact can be made with registrants if the access/parking situation changes (large scale events held with only 
limited notice are often a problem at this location.) 
Leaders: Bob and Karen Fisher, 630-985-2956, kfisher@dupagebirding.org 
 
Saturday, September 15, 7:30 am 
McKee Marsh, Warrenville       
Join our morning walk around the marsh to check out check out fall migrants as well as resident birds.   We hope to see 
migrant waterfowl.  Meet at the visitor parking lot on the north side of Mack Rd, located between Winfield Rd and Rt 59 
in Warrenville.   Most of our walk will be on limestone and earthen trails; wear appropriate shoes and clothing.  Please 
bring a scope if you have one.  
Leader: Kathy Mineck, cell: 630-254-4077, kmineck@dupagebirding.org  

 
Monday, September 17, 10:00 pm 
Birding By Ear: Nocturnal Flight Calls: Reed Kepler Park, West Chicago 
Leave your binoculars at home and bring a lawn chair instead for this unique birding experience! During migration, we 
observe only a fraction of the migrants that pass through an area during the daylight hours. After dark fall, many species 
of neotropic migrants follow the stars and move through the night sky. This evening we will conduct a flight call count. 
Meet at the farthest west parking lot (near the dog park) where we will sit under the night sky and listen for birds! 
Leader:  Glenn Perricone, 630-687-2921, gperricone@dupagebirding.org  
 
Thursday, September 20, 7:30 am 
Greene Valley, Woodridge 
With its mix of woodlands, grasslands, and aquatic habitats (including the “fluddle”), Greene Valley enjoys a diverse 
group of bird species. Meet at the main entrance parking lot, about 0.8 mi south of 75th St on the west side of Greene Rd 
in Naperville/Woodridge. Be prepared for the possibility of a significant level of mosquito activity. 
Leader:  Mike Madsen, 630-310-2616, mmadsen@dupagebirding.org 

 
Sunday, September 23, 7:30 am-9:30 am  
York Woods, Oak Brook 
York Woods is a small site with good paths. Meet at the main entrance parking lot. There will be the usual suspects plus 
migrants.  Beginning birders always welcome. Directions: From York Rd, south of Roosevelt, take the I-88 exit, then turn 
right for the parking lot. Anyone driving north on York Rd will need to drive north to Butterfield Rd and turn 
around**. (**just after driving over Roosevelt Rd, turn left into the health center, turn around in the parking lot, and go 
back south on York Rd. There is an exit for I-88 on the right, which has a right turn-off for the York Woods main parking 
lot.) 
Leader: Kathy Mineck, cell: 630-254-4077, kmineck@dupagebirding.org 
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Monday, September 24, 10:00 pm 
Birding By Ear: Nocturnal Flight Calls: Reed Kepler Park, West Chicago 
Leave your binoculars at home and bring a lawn chair instead for this unique birding experience! During migration, we 
observe only a fraction of the migrants that pass through an area during the daylight hours. After dark fall, many species 
of neotropic migrants follow the stars and move through the night sky. This evening we will conduct a flight call count. 
Meet at the farthest west parking lot (near the dog park) where we will sit under the night sky and listen for birds! 
Leader:  Glenn Perricone, 630-687-2921, gperricone@dupagebirding.org  
 
Wednesday, September 26, 5:00 pm 
Orland Grassland, Orland Park 
Look for fall migrants and resident birds in this unique and diverse preserve. Meet at the parking lot on 167

th
 Street just 

west of LaGrange Road. All birding levels welcome. Held in conjunction with the Forest Preserves of Cook County "Bird 
the Preserves" initiative.  
Leader: Jessica Becker, 708-642-7240, Jessica.becker@cookcountyil.gov 
 
Saturday, September 29, 8:00 am 
Greene Valley, Woodridge 
This morning trip, oriented toward early fall, late summer birds, is especially designed for new birders and will be at a 
leisurely pace to provide as much time as desired to look at each bird and to answer questions on equipment or 
bird identification. Meet at the Thunderbird Youth Camp Parking Lot.  Go west on 79th about 1/2 mile, the entrance is on 
south side of 79th Street, west of Greene Road in Naperville/Woodridge. 
Leader: Bonnie Graham, 630-204-8750, bgraham@dupagebirding.org  
 
Sunday, September 30, 7:30 am 
Springbrook Prairie, Naperville 
This is a morning field trip.  Meet at the Model Airplane Field Parking Lot on Plainfield-Naperville Rd. south of 75

th
 St. 

in Naperville.   The trip will focus on fall migrants in the grassland and wetland habitats of Springbrook with special 
emphasis on locating Sharp-tailed Sparrows.  Springbrook is among the best sites to find Sharp-tailed Sparrows in the fall, 
and Joe has been able to find Sharp-tails on previous trips to this location. Wear waterproof boots since the area around 
the marsh and early morning vegetation is likely to be wet. 
Leader: Joe Suchecki, 630-369-5570, jsuchecki@dupagebirding.org  

 
 
Monday, October 1, 10:00 pm 
Birding By Ear: Nocturnal Flight Calls: Reed Kepler Park, West Chicago 
Leave your binoculars at home and bring a lawn chair instead for this unique birding experience! During migration, we 
observe only a fraction of the migrants that pass through an area during the daylight hours. After dark fall, many species 
of neotropic migrants follow the stars and move through the night sky. This evening we will conduct a flight call count. 
Meet at the farthest west parking lot (near the dog park) where we will sit under the night sky and listen for birds! 
Leader:  Glenn Perricone, 630-687-2921, gperricone@dupagebirding.org  
 
 
For additional birding opportunities check out the Illinois Birding Calendar at http://www.illinoisbirds.org/calendar-2/  
Call us if you have questions about the trips or if you would like to lead a trip. Leaders do not have to be birding experts, 
just familiar with the location. There is no need to register for trips unless otherwise indicated. Visitors are always 
welcome. We do not charge fees for birding trips. Field trip information is also found at: www.dupagebirding.org 
 
Field Trip Coordinators 
Jessica Becker 
Nancy Allured 
DBCFieldTrips@gmail.com 
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   News from the Wacky World of the Web 
 
 
 

Why Island Birds Have Bigger Brains Than Their Mainland Counterparts 

Smithsonian 

Researchers measured the brain sizes of 11,554 birds, including representatives of 110 island-dwelling species 

and 1,821 continental species Read the full story 

 

Trinidad's Dazzling National Bird Is Served Up as Bush Meat 

National Geographic 

As the government works to protect the scarlet ibis from its own citizens, it has increased poaching fines a 

hundredfold. Read the full story 

 

Mojave Desert birds crashed over the last century due to climate change 

SCIENMAG 

Credit: Chelsea Hofmeier photos Bird communities in the Mojave Desert straddling the California/Nevada 

border have collapsed over the past 100 years, most likely because of lower rainfall due to cl.. Read the full 

story 

 

US beachgoers may have killed hundreds of protected birds 

BBC News US 

Holiday visitors moved eggs and scared away birds who were shielding their young from the Alabama sun. 

Read the full story 

 

 

This Man Spent 30 Years Solving the Mystery of a Rare Bird’s Demise 

National Geographic 

The Attwater prairie chicken has been on the verge of extinction for decades. Now it has one more chance. 

Read the full story 
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DuPage Birding Club 
P.O. Box 3381 

Glen Ellyn, IL 60138 

First Class 

 

2018 Meetings 
 
January 11 
 
March 8 
 
April 12 
 
May 10 
 
July 12 
 
September 13 
 
October 11 
 
November 8 

The photocopying of this newsletter is done through thr generosity of the Birches Assisted Living Facility in 

Clarendon Hills. The DuPage Birding Club sincerely appreciates the Birches continued support.  

 

 


