
2018 DuPage County Spring Bird Count Results 

May 5, 2018 turned out to be near perfect for the annual Spring Bird Count.  
Throughout the day we had light winds and clear skies that shined favorably on the 92 
participants. And the birds did not disappoint!  As a matter of fact, the 188 species 
recorded during this year’s count represents a county record according to historical 
records dating back to 1973.  The previous high was 181 set in 2014.  Across the 16 
areas a total of 24,309 birds were sighted.


The 92 observers fanned out across the county in 63 parties with a total of 289 party 
hours spent in the field  This is right around our historical average and exceeds 2017’s 
total of 239 party hours.  (I know we would all like to forget the miserable weather 
conditions last year.)


As can be expected, Red-winged Blackbirds were our most numerous species with 
3,360 individuals followed by American Robins (2,190).  Surprisingly, Palm Warblers 
came in third place with 1,062 even surpassing the Canada Goose total (930). 


Besides the record setting species count, here are a few highlights and observations of 
Spring Bird Count 2018:


• The Yellow-crowned Night Heron spotted in Area 16 was the first spring count 
sighting since 1997


• The Northern Goshawk sighted by Bob Fisher in Woodridge was the first Goshawk 
spring count sighting since 2000.


• Mourning Dove numbers were up significantly with 427 during this year’s count.  This 
number was only exceed by the 2005 tally (461).


• Sadly, no Black-billed Cuckoos have been found since the 14 encountered in 2015.  I 
hope we see a reversal in this trend during future counts.


• A new high of 101 Sora Rails seen this year exceeds the 1989 total of 77.

• Nineteen Sandhill Cranes were sighted which is the highest spring count since 1973. 

This exceeds the 2009 total of 15.

• The 14 Prothonotary Warblers were observed across a number of the areas and is the 

highest count since 2004 (11).

• Speaking of warblers, the blockbuster 1,062 Palm Warblers seen this year is only 

exceeded in the historical record by the 2,021 individuals observed in 1997.


Thank you to all of the captains and team participants!  It was quite a count year.





