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Drummings June 2019

Next Meeting

July 11, 2019
7:00 p.m.  Social Time
7:30 p.m.  Speaker

Faith Lutheran Church
41 N. Park Blvd. Glen Ellyn
Basement

5:15 p.m. Pre-meeting dinner
Ellyn’s Tap and Grill
940 Roosevelt Rd. Glen Ellyn

DuPage Birding Club

! ! ! President’s Message
Curious friends often ask me how I got into birding.  The answer is that I 
stumbled into it accidentally.  I was trying to get healthy by incorporating the 
three-mile loop at McKee Marsh as part of an exercise routine (truthfully, my 
only exercise routine). I enjoyed the sounds of nature, the time to think, and 
all the birds I was seeing, a small number of which I could identify. Finally, I 
fished a pair of binoculars out of an upstairs closet to get a closer look at 
some of these mysteries, especially the ones out in the meadow with the 
bubbly songs.  WOW! When I first saw through my binoculars the black and 
white beauty with the big patch of yellow, I thought it was the most 
handsome bird I’d ever seen.  I had to know what that bird was called. I 
acquired a field guide and found him there: a Bobolink. 

For the next year and a half, I carried my field guide and binoculars on my 
walk and tried to identify each bird I saw. It was a game to me, a puzzle, and 
it helped pass the time. Pretty soon I had a little list of these birds and notes 
on each sighting. I began to venture out to neighboring preserves.  One New 
Year’s Day, I ran into a group of people on a DuPage Birding Club field trip 
at the Arb. I was astonished to learn that people actually got together and did 
this!  I was thrilled to know there was an actual club I could join to meet 
others with like interests.  I always thought bird-watching was for English 
dweebs in pith helmets. I’m telling you, my world changed that day!

Pretty soon I was ALL IN—I took every birding class the Arb offered, I 
joined the DBC and went on field trips every weekend, I devoured numerous 
birding magazines and books. I was like a sponge in those early years, 
soaking it all in as fast as I could.  I had a lot of catching up to do.  

Birding became a real passion for me, overriding all other interests and 
satisfying on so many levels—connecting with nature, living in the moment, 
sharing like interests with new friends. I carried my bins on every business 
trip and vacation. Soon I began traveling internationally to see birds and have 
taken more than a dozen birding trips across five continents.  Go big or go 
home, that’s my motto!

So, when my friend Michelle said she wanted to go with me on her first-ever 
bird walk, I was eager to show her our beautiful warblers passing through. 
No sooner had we arrived at the first flowering tree at Montrose Point than it 
burst to life. “Oh, look, there’s a Wilson’s Warbler! See his little black cap? 
There at nine o’clock, the small yellow bird!”  As I tried to help her get on 
the bird, I spied a Magnolia two feet above. Then three Blue-gray 
Gnatcatchers arrived. A Baltimore Oriole was singing somewhere close, too.  
Meanwhile, Michelle struggled to fix her binoculars on the first subject. 

 I was instantly taken back to my days as a beginning birder and the various 
challenges of getting started—how to use the binoculars, looking at parts of 
the bird, recognizing habits and habitats, identifying songs and calls, and so 
on.  I realized that starting with warblers is like jumping into the deep end.  It 
was no surprise then that Michelle connected with the birds that were more 
observable along the trail. She admired a confiding female Northern Cardinal 
and the sleek and glossy Common Grackle. She spied a Black-billed Cuckoo 
as he flew in. She declared the handsome and ubiquitous Red-Winged 
Blackbird her favorite, her “spark bird,” but grew wary of him after one flew 
at our heads. “I’m keeping an eye on you,” she said as we passed by other 
RWBB sentinels watching our passage



With new birders, I suspect it’s best to let them discover at their own pace, as I did back at McKee. That way 
one avoids information and sensory overload and lets learning occur at the learner’s pace. To win the day as a 
good mentor, then, it’s best to offer patient coaching, answer questions, and provide a little guidance at 
opportune times.  For me, helping new birders is a rewarding experience in itself because sharing in their 
process of discovery lets me experience that discovery anew. Yes, the Common Grackle IS an uncommonly 
handsome bird!  

As our walk drew to a close, Michelle said she wanted to make a list of all the birds she’d seen and do a little 
journal so she wouldn’t forget.  I had to smile. “Yep,” I told her, “that’s how it starts, my friend…”

Cheers and good birding,

Diann Bilderback

President

  In Case You Missed It: May 9, 2019
    Birding Haunts You Should Know
Over 80 club members took some time out from wandering our woods and streams to convene on a cool, breezy  
Thursday night. With some twenty DBCers meeting at Ellyn’s Tap & Grill beforehand, and some twenty species 
of warblers seen at Elsen’s Hill that day, it was certainly a high-energy evening. 

New Volunteers
Diann announced some welcome new Board members: two Directors—Kate Hopkins and Natalie McFaul. 
Departing Director Leslie Hayward was thanked for her service as Director and Corresponding Secretary. And 
Pat Eggleston is now our Forest Preserve District of DuPage County Liaison. 

A Call for Monitors 
Tom Mulcahy, one of our Bird Conservation Network (BCN) reps, then took the floor. One of BCN’s main 
claims to fame is its all-volunteer breeding bird survey, and Tom issued an appeal for new monitors, offering to 
help train their ears and eyes. Email him at tmaxm@sbcglobal.net or contact bcnsurvey@gmail.com to learn 
more about becoming a monitor. More on the survey here.

Grants & Donations 
Exciting news: the 2017 DBC auction’s funds will very soon be put to use at Springbrook Prairie through the 
Friends of the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County. Joe Suchecki announced that the funds will buy 
wetland plants for a mitigation wetland west of Book Road. This is good news for rails, bitterns, and other 
marsh birds—and DBC members who want to see them. Club members are invited to help plant these plugs and 
can contact Joe at issuesman50@yahoo.com for details.

Vera Miller, head of the Grants and Donations Committee, then announced two Illinois Ornithological Society 
research grants of $1,000 each that the DBC is funding. One award goes to a thorough study of the distribution, 
habitat use, feeding habits, and migration of Whip-poor-wills, nocturnal insectivores we know little about and 
would love to find more of in our area. 

The other project will study breeding bird species abundance in Bloomington-Normal, an urban-suburban area 
not unlike DuPage County. A second facet of this study will be suggesting practical habitat improvements for 
breeding birds, another element DuPage could tap into. We look forward to hearing from the researchers at 
future DBC meetings.

mailto:tmaxm@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tmaxm@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bcnsurvey@gmail.com
mailto:bcnsurvey@gmail.com
http://www.bcnbirds.org/survey/
http://www.bcnbirds.org/survey/
mailto:issuesman50@yahoo.com
mailto:issuesman50@yahoo.com


Mini-Tutorial: Thrushes
Denis Kania then shared some visual ID tips on our local thrushes: the Veery, and the Gray-cheeked, 
Swainson’s, Hermit, and Wood Thrush. The Wood Thrush is our only regular breeder, although the Veery 
sometimes breeds here too. The Hermit arrives first, and stays later into the fall. Variations in breast-spotting, 
color of their backs, eye rings, cheek coloration or markings, and tail color/pumping were all outlined for the 
various species, just in time to send us back out into the woods and have something to look for on the forest 
floor when necks are tired of craning to see the high branches. 

Birding Haunts You Should Know

Springbrook Prairie Forest Preserve by Joe Suchecki 
Link / Map 

Joe has been a volunteer steward and monitor at Springbrook for 26 years and he shared his deep knowledge of 
his home away from home. It’s a pretty birdy place: the checklist stands at 237 species! This 1,800-acre 
preserve in Naperville is managed by FPDDC, and its primary management focus is grassland birds. Look for 
just about any grassland bird you can think of, especially from April to August.

Shrubland birds are another specialty, especially a colony of Clay-colored Sparrows that enjoy statewide 
popularity. Also seek out marsh birds from April to October—Sandhill Cranes have begun attempts to nest 
there, and many rails (even Yellow Rails and Black Rails) are regularly detected by birders. In the winter 
months, look for raptors (and shrikes), including nesting Northern Harriers and Short-eared Owls. The preserve 
is perhaps “not great” for migrants, but Connecticut and Mourning Warblers, and Acadian Flycatchers, make 
appearances, so there is a lot to be found. 

A special note: you can bird off-trail in most areas, but do keep an eye out for nests. Springbrook features a 
solid 960-acre section—the largest preserve managed by the FPDDC—and restoration and burning are ongoing 
throughout the whole preserve, so it seems likely that Springbrook will only get better for birds and those who 
seek them. 

Waterfall Glen Forest Preserve by Vicky Sroczynski
Link / Map

Nested in Darien and Lemont, this ring around Argonne contains a wealth of habitats: woodland, riparian, 
savannah, and grassland. The main bike trails and people-laden weekends can make this place unfriendly to 
birders at times, but spectacular spring and fall migrants are to be found—about 200 species of birds have been 
seen at Waterfall Glen. 

There are many long and short walks to choose from, with a lot of water (kettle ponds, Sawmill Creek, the Des 
Plaines River, etc.) everywhere. Find nesting Pileated Woodpeckers, early-arriving Broad-winged Hawks and 
Pine Warblers, Prothonotary Warblers, and, if you’re lucky, Louisiana Waterthrushes.

Many club walks start in the SE corner of the preserve, where you can start your outing by looking for Carolina 
Wrens and Barred Owls. Look for winter waterfowl on the Centennial Trail to the south, and Acadian 
Flycatchers on the Des Plaines River service road. With so many great sites—just look at the map if you want to 
be tantalized—it’s hard to cover them all. You’ll just have to go see for yourself, or join Vicky and club 
members on a DBC field trip.

https://www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/forest-preserves/springbrook-prairie
https://www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/forest-preserves/springbrook-prairie
https://www.dupageforest.org/hubfs/Places-to-Go/Documents/Forest-Preserves/springbrook-trails-guide-map-2018.pdf
https://www.dupageforest.org/hubfs/Places-to-Go/Documents/Forest-Preserves/springbrook-trails-guide-map-2018.pdf
https://www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/forest-preserves/waterfall-glen
https://www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/forest-preserves/waterfall-glen
https://www.dupageforest.org/hubfs/Places-to-Go/Documents/Forest-Preserves/waterfall-glen-trails-guide-map-2018.pdf
https://www.dupageforest.org/hubfs/Places-to-Go/Documents/Forest-Preserves/waterfall-glen-trails-guide-map-2018.pdf


Fermilab by Dave Spleha
Link / Map / Bird Diary & Data

Despite its limited access (federal land) and no river running through it, Fermi offers more than a bit of 
everything a birder can ask for, with 287 species recorded since 1987. Just a few of the highlight/occasional 
species: Greater White-fronted Geese, Red-breasted Mergansers, American White Pelicans, Yellow- and Black-
Billed Cuckoos, Northern Shrikes, Winter Wrens, Common Loons, Iceland Gulls, swans, and sandpipers.

Fermi’s east lakes are a great starting spot, with the Red Barn the main parking area. Be on the lookout for 
nesting/summer resident Common Moorhens and American Coots, Sandhill Cranes, Green Herons, and Least 
Bitterns. Nearby hedge trails are home to many a sparrow—like Clay-colored, Le Conte’s, Nelson’s—and 
breeding Bell’s Vireos.

To the west lies highly-restored prairie and savanna, plus woods and fluddles too. At least 20 warbler species 
call it home, along with most of our DuPage vireos, and now some resident wrens. The Lederman Science 
Center furnishes convenient birding during winter, with a battery of feeders. 

If you peer long enough, you might also see Cattle Egrets enjoying one of the buffalo wallows, or 
Ospreys nesting (and successfully fledging) in the ring areas. And if you ever get the opportunity to enter the 
restricted roads to the north, look out especially for Horned Larks and Lapland Longspurs.

One way to see all of these cool places? Go out on a DBC field trip! 

—Steve Constantelos, DBC Recording Secretary

        July Program
                                   7/11/19

A Rare Peek at Rails, Secretive Marsh Birds of the Great Lakes

Rails are a group of bird species that are facing steep declines in the Great Lakes region. However, since they 
tend to be secretive and difficult to monitor, their population trends and habits are poorly 
understood. Stephanie Beilke, Conservation Science Associate with Audubon Great Lakes, will discuss what 
we do know about this diverse species group and how Audubon Great Lakes is informing habitat management 
for these birds around the Chicago area and beyond.

Mini Tutorial – McKee Marsh, exploring birding opportunities at this large wetland complex.

http://www.fnal.gov/ecology/wildlife/site/index.shtml
http://www.fnal.gov/ecology/wildlife/site/index.shtml
https://news.fnal.gov/wp-content/uploads/site-map.pdf
https://news.fnal.gov/wp-content/uploads/site-map.pdf
http://www.fnal.gov/ecology/wildlife/diary.shtml
http://www.fnal.gov/ecology/wildlife/diary.shtml
mailto:sconstantelos@dupagebirding.org
mailto:sconstantelos@dupagebirding.org


The 2019 Spring Bird Count Results
Joe Suchecki

DuPage County Compiler

The annual statewide Spring Bird Count was held on Saturday, May 4th this year, and 96 
birders fanned out across DuPage County in a quest to find and tally every bird in the county – 
well, at least those in most of the good birding areas.    From Tri-County Park to Waterfall Glen, 
and from Springbrook Prairie to Songbird Slough, members of the DuPage Birding Club and 
friends spent most of the day covering the county’s 16 areas as they have been doing for the 
last 46 years.  The real early birds started owling at 3:45 am and some folks were still counting 
at 7:30 pm in hopes of locating one more species before calling it quits.

All of you birders put in quite an effort racking up nearly 300 party hours in the field, walking 
196 miles, and driving some 331 miles during your Spring Bird Count efforts.  How do our 
efforts compare to previous years?  Pretty close to the last 10-year average for the number of 
birders in the field and total party hours, but much higher than our 47-year average for those 
statistics.  DuPage County is always among the top counties in the state in terms of 
participants and level of effort.

What was the result of all those eyes and ears out in the field for an entire day?  DuPage 
birders found 165 species of birds in the county on May 4th and recorded 22,916 birds.  That 
total is above our long-term average of 155 species but below the record high number of 
species found last year which was 188.  Similarly, the number of birds found was also above 
the long-term average but fell short of the 24,300 tallied on last year’s count.  There were not 
really any out-of-range or highly unusual birds recorded on this year’s count.  

The complete list of species observed on the 2019 Spring Bird County in DuPage County is 
attached for your information in Table 1.  While you can browse for your favorite birds, here are 
some highlights from the count:

The complete list of species observed on the 2019 Spring Bird County in DuPage County is 
attached for your information in Table 1.  While you can browse for your favorite birds, here are 
some highlights from the count:

• One new species was added to the Spring Bird Count List- Greater Scaup along the Des 
Plaines River – way to go Bob Fisher!

• Several of the unusual birds seen that needed documentation because they do not 
appear on the official State Spring Bird Count Species List included the scaup, 
Bufflehead, Willet, Whip-poor-will, Merlin, Winter Wren, and Dark-eyed Junco.

• There were several new high counts in 2019 – Gadwall (7), Virginia Rail (23), Sandhill 
Crane (27, previous all-time high 19), Turkey Vulture (115), Bald Eagle (tied at 8), both 
Red-breasted and White-breasted Nuthatches, and Blue-headed Vireo (60).

• Two notable species that everyone seemed to comment on were Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
and Pine Warbler.  They seemed to be everywhere, and they were.  We shattered the 
high-count records for both species in 2019.  Five-Hundred and eight-nine Ruby-
crowned Kinglets were recorded on the count.  The previous high count was 290 in 
1984.  Similarly, there were 136 Pine Warblers recorded this year.  The highest previous 
total recorded over the last 46 years was 20.  Looks like we just hit the right day for 
those two species



• We recorded 27 species of warblers including a few of the most sought-after ones:  Hooded, 
Yellow-throated, Louisiana Waterthrush, Black-throated Blue, and Prothonotary.  It is always a 
good day in the field when you find those species.  Yellow-rumped, Palm, and Yellow warblers 
were the most abundant warblers found.  Interestingly, nearly half of all the Yellow-rumps 
recorded on the count came from Area 16 around the Des Plaines River.  Wonder what that 
group used for chumming all those Yellow-rumps?

• What did we miss?  Shorebirds!  Only 8 species of shorebirds were recorded, compared to 16 
species last year.  I think that there just wasn’t any good habitat for them in the county due to 
all of our wonderful spring rains.  Water levels were just too high and mudflats non-existent.

• Another interesting miss – Gray-cheeked Thrush.  Fist time we did not record a Gray-cheeked 
since 2002.

• And finally, the five most abundant species in DuPage County:  Red-winged Blackbird, 
American Robin, Canada Goose, Mallard, and Tree Swallow.

Thanks to all of you birders for your support and your efforts for the 2019 Spring Bird Count in 
DuPage County.  I especially want to thank the Area Captains who organized the 96 birders in the 
field that day, collated all the data and put up with my pesky notes regarding submittals and 
documentation forms.  It’s not too early to start planning next year’s count – it will take a lot of 
birders and a lot of work – plus just the right day for migration - to surpass our current Spring Bird 
Count record of 188 species.

So, browse over the data and let me know how we can improve for next year.



Area: Totals 2019 Spring Bird Count -  May 4 , 2019

1239 Canada Goose 72 Ring-billed Gull 5 Horned Lark 157 Baltimore Oriole
2 Mute Swan 3 Herring Gull 114 Rough-winged Swallow 3442 Red-wingd Blackbird

166 Wood Duck 38 Caspian Tern 24 Purple Martin 581 Brown-head Cowbird
108 Blue-winged Teal 6 Black Tern 826 Tree Swallow 494 Common Grackle
11 Northern Shoveler 340 Dble-crtd Cormorant 6 Bank swallow 35 Ovenbird
7 Gadwall 1 American Bittern 301 Barn swallow 1 La Waterthrush

1020 Mallard 309 Great Blue Heron 19 Cliff Swallow 69 Northern Wtertrush
3 Green-winged Teal 95 Great Egret 323 Black-capped Chickadee 4 Golden-wing Warbler
4 Hooded Merganser 23 Green Heron 2 Tufted Titmouse 12 Blue-wing Warbler
5 Red-brstd Merganser 3 Blck-crwn Night-Heron 17 Red-breasted Nuthatch 105 Bl-and-wt Warbler
1 Greater Scaup 115 Turkey Vulture 215 Whte-breasted Nuthatch 6 Prothonotary Warbler
1 Bufflehead 13 Osprey 13 Brown Creeper 39 Tennessee Warbler
3 Ruddy Duck 2 Sharp-shin Hawk 194 House Wren 22 Orange-crn Warbler
1 Ring-necked Pheaant 44 Cooper's hawk 3 Winter Wren 119 Nashville Warbler
8 Wild Turkey 8 Bald Eagle 11 Sedge Wren 78 Common Yellowthroat

15 Pied-billed Grebe 8 Broad-winged Hawk 13 Marsh Wren 4 Hooded Warbler
50 Rock Pigeon 123 Red-tailed Hawk 3 Carolina Wren 7 American Redstart
283 Mourning Dove 2 Eastern Screech Owl 365 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 4 Cape May Warbler
1 Whip-poor-will 19 Great Horned Owl 589 Ruby-crwnd Kinglet 6 Northern Parula

255 Chimney Swift 4 Barred Owl 94 Eastern Bluebird 1 Magnolia Warbler
5 Ruby-t Hummingbird 21 Belted Kingfisher 5 Veery 2 Blckburnian Warbler

23 Virginia Rail 1 Yellow-bell. Sapsucker 8 Swainson's Thrush 349 Yellow Warbler
60 Sora 13 Red-hded Woodpecker 17 Hermit Thrush 4 Chestnut-side Warbler
17 American Coot 338 Red-belld Woodpecker 27 Wood Thrush 2 Blackpoll Warbler
27 Sandhill Crane 236 Downy Woodpecker 2252 American Robin 6 Blk-thrd Blue Warblr
87 Killdeer 39 Hairy Woodpecker 155 Gray Catbird 261 Palm Warber
7 Amer Woodcock 2 Pileated Woodpecker 52 Brown Thrasher 136 Pine Warbler

10 Wilson's Snipe 180 Northern Flicker 379 European Starling 523 Yellow-rump Warbler
31 Spotted Sandpiper 8 American Kestrel 1 American Pipit 2 Yellow-thrd Warbler
23 Solitary Sandpiper 1 Merlin 32 Cedar Waxwing 95 Bl-thr Green Warbler
25 Greater Yellowlegs 12 Monk Parakeet 127 House Finch 1 Wilson's Warbler
1 Willet 4 Eastern Wood-Pewee 17 Purple Finch 1 Summer Tanager

48 Lesser Yellowlegs 1 Willow Flycatcher 8 Pine Siskin 5 Scarlet Tanager
20 Least Flycatcher 452 American Goldfinch 657 Northern Cardinal
85 Eastern Phoebe 162 Chipping Sparrow 99 Rs-brstd Grosbeak
26 Great- Crstd Flycatcher 3 Clay-colored Sparrow 3 Indigo Bunting

33 Species Count 54 Eastern Kingbird 142 Field Sparrow 407 House Sparrow
1 White-eyed Vireo 1 Dark-eyed Junco Other Species

13 Yellow-throated Vireo 310 White-crowned Sparrow
3547 Number of Birds 60 Blue-headed Vireo 283 White-throated Sparrow

1 Philadelphia Vireo 3 Vesper Sparrow
265 Party Hours Foot 53 Warbling Vireo 132 Savannah Sparrow
27.5 Party Hours Car 4 Red-eyed Vireo 6 Henslow's Sparrow

3 Hours Owling 517 Blue Jay 512 Song Sparrow
51 American Crow 7 Lincoln's Sparrow

177 Swamp Sparrow
117 Eastern Towhee

45 Species Count 33 Bobolink Overall Total
93 Eastern Meadowlark 37 Species Count
11 Orchard Oriole 165 Total Species Count

2969 Number of Birds
7739 Number of Birds

196 Party Miles (Foot) 50 Species Count 22916 Total Bird Count
331 Party Miles (Car)
16 Miles Owling

8661 Number of Birds

species not on this list must be documented



June 2019 Field Trips

In June, migration gives way to the breeding season when many birds will be singing. We are offering a variety 
of field trips, including mid-week trips. There are opportunities for all types of
birders to participate and enjoy the season. There is special support for new birders on some trips. 
Participants, please remember that the weather can be variable, and trails can be muddy, so dress accordingly. 
Also, don’t forget about those pesky bugs and have some bug spray with you. We expect everyone to enjoy 
birding in a safe manner by being careful and prudent. Participants are welcome to contact the leader if they 
have any questions. Our field trip leaders can help you find the trip’s starting location if you need additional 
directions. Please note: Last-minute changes are posted on dupagebirding.org/field-trips.

Saturday, June 1, 7:30 am
Birding by Ear: St. James Farm
Get your ears tuned and ready to explore the singing woods of St. James Farm in this field trip with an 
emphasis on auditory birding. Target birds will include Wood Thrush, Veery and Acadian Flycatcher! We will 
meet in the main parking lot off Winfield Rd. and embark at 7:30 am. Some of the trails will be earthen, so wear 
proper footwear for the conditions (mud boots if it rains prior to the walk) and it is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 
that you bring bug spray because mosquitoes will be out in full force.
Leader: Glenn Perricone, 630-687-2921, gperricone@dupagebirding.org

Sunday, June 2, 7:30 am 
Salt Creek Woods Nature Preserve, Westchester
This can be a very birdy site! Uncommon target birds include: Pileated Woodpecker, Orchard Oriole and Wood 
Thrush. The walk is mainly on dirt and grass trails and there will also be paved portions. Wear protective 
clothing and boots for weather and ticks. We will meet on N Edgewood Ave.  It is located on the south side of 
31st Street between Wolf Rd and Brainard Ave. Drive on N Edgewood Ave until the end and turn left into the 
dirt parking area. 
Leader: Alan Seely-James, 954-708-4804, alan_seelyejames@yahoo.com. [Note the underscore between the 
first and last name in the email].

Saturday, June 8, 7:00 am 
Springbrook Prairie Forest Preserve  
This trip will focus on finding the grassland birds that nest at Springbrook Prairie including such species as 
Henslow's, Savannah and Grasshopper Sparrows, Bobolinks, Sedge Wren and Dickcissel. Some shrubland 
birds such as Yellow-breasted Chat, Bell's Vireo and marsh-nesting birds are also possible. Meet the leader at 
the main parking lot for Springbrook Prairie on 83rd Street west of Book Rd. across from the Springbrook Golf 
Course. The trip will go off-trail and the vegetation may be wet, so please wear appropriate footwear and use 
insect repellent.
Leader: Joe Suchecki, 630-369-5570, jsuchecki@dupagebirding.org

Saturday, June 8, 7:30 am
St. James Farm Forest Preserve, Warrenville
The monthly Cantigny walk is migrating to adjacent St. James Farm due to park construction. Like Cantigny, 
St. James was once a McCormick family property. Please bear in mind that Cantigny walks are often attended 
by 25 or more birders! Meet in the main parking lot of St. James. Enter off Winfield Road, just north of 
Butterfield.
Leader: Jeff Reiter, jreiter@wordsonbirds.com
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Saturday, June 15, 7:30 am
Birding by Ear: West Branch Forest Preserve
Get your ears tuned and ready to explore the singing grasslands of the DuPage River West Branch in this field 
trip with an emphasis on auditory birding. Target birds will include Bobolink, Henslow’s Sparrow and 
Grasshopper Sparrow! We will meet in the north parking lot off Army Trail Rd. and embark at 7:30 am. Some of 
the trails will be earthen, so wear proper footwear for the conditions (mud boots if it rains prior to the walk) and 
it is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED that you bring bug spray because there will be ticks.
Leader: Glenn Perricone, 630-687-2921, gperricone@dupagebirding.org 

Friday, June 21, 2019, 5:00 pm
Know Your Neighborhood: Carol Stream
The fifth of twelve 'Know Your Neighborhood' trips, exploring hidden gems, odd and under-birded hot spots in 
DuPage County where we will be visiting Armstrong Park, home of the United States' longest running Purple 
Martin colony as well as the Carol Point Marsh. Meet at the Armstrong Park SOUTH parking lot by taking Gary 
Ave. to Hiawatha, then turning right onto Illini Dr. immediately after passing the library. This will be an easy 
walk, but will require driving to the second location, Carol Point Marsh, a mile north of Hiawatha.
Leader: Glenn Perricone, 630-687-2921, gperricone@dupagebirding.org 

Saturday, June 22, 7:30 am
Elsen’s Hill/West DuPage Woods, Winfield
This location has the designation of “Important Bird Area.” Take Winfield Rd. to Gary’s Mill Rd. Go west on 
Gary’s Mill Rd to the Preserve parking lot entrance on the north side of the road. Be sure to wear appropriate 
clothing and boots for muddy trails. We will look and listen for local breeding birds and focus on recognizing 
juveniles of some of our local nesting species.
Leader: Mark Bavitz, mbavetz@dupagebirding.org

Saturday, June, 29, 7:00 am
McKee Marsh, Warrenville
Join us for another morning walk to the marsh where we hope to see nesting residents. Bring a spotting scope 
if you have one. Meet at the visitor parking lot on the north side of Mack Rd., located between Winfield Rd. and 
Rt. 59 in Warrenville. Most of our walk will be on limestone and earthen trails; wear appropriate shoes and 
clothing.
Leader: Kathy Mineck, cell day of: 630-254-4077, kmineck@dupagebirding.org

Sunday, June 30, 7:00 am
Bemis Woods South, Western Springs
Join us at Bemis Woods South for a morning of birding. This will be a walk for new birders. We will walk slowly 
and allow time for all to look at the birds. We will check out resident and nesting birds. Meet by “Go Ape” 
course. The entrance is off Ogden Ave. between I 294 and Wolf Rd. The trails can be muddy so wear 
appropriate shoes and use insect repellant.
Leader: Lesa Hipes, 630-689-7463, lhipes@dupagebirding.org

Further Birding Opportunities

The DBC Outreach Committee is looking for volunteers to help with a special field trip for the Westmont Library 
at Fullersburg Woods on Saturday, June 1. John Hebert will be taking out a group of new birders, but could use 
extra trained eyes. Please consider volunteering to be a bird guide. Contact the trip leader if you are interested 
in helping.
Leader: John Hebert, 630-781-8306, johnhebert@yahoo.com 
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For additional birding opportunities go to the 
Illinois Birding Calendar at http://www.illinoisbirds.org/illinois-birding-calendar/. 
Email us if you have questions about the trips or if you would like to lead a trip. Leaders do not have to be 
birding experts, just familiar with the location. There is no need to register for trips unless otherwise indicated. 
Visitors are always welcome and there are no fees for birding trips. Field trip information is also found at: 
www.dupagebirding.org.

Field Trip Coordinators
Jessica Becker 
Kathy Mineck
DBCFieldTrips@gmail.com

            First State Record !
!      Lewis’s Woodpecker

This Lewis’s Woodpecker was found at the feeders 
of the Ballard Nature Center near Effingham in 
early May. The bird stayed several days allowing 
many birders from around the state and beyond to 
enjoy. It was also added to the Spring Bird Count.
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