
The 2019 Spring Bird Count Results 

 

The 2019 Spring Bird Count was held on Saturday, May 4th, and 96 birders fanned out across 

DuPage County in a quest to find and tally every bird in the county – well, at least those in most 

of the good birding areas.     

DuPage birders put in quite an effort racking up nearly 300 party hours in the field, walking 196 

miles, and driving some 331 miles during your Spring Bird Count efforts.  All of that effort 

resulted in finding 165 species of birds in the county on May 4th and 22,916 birds.  That total is 

above the long-term average of 155 species but below the record high number of species of 

188 tallied in 2018.  Similarly, the number of birds found was also above the long-term average 

but fell short of the 24,300 tallied on the 2018 count.  There were not really any out-of-range or 

highly unusual birds recorded on this year’s count.   

The complete list of species observed on the 2019 Spring Bird Count in DuPage County is 

included on the website for your information. Some highlights include: 

• One new species was added to the Spring Bird Count List- Greater Scaup along the Des 

Plaines River  

• There were several new high counts in 2019 – Gadwall (7), Virginia Rail (23), Sandhill 

Crane (27, previous all-time high 19), Turkey Vulture (115), Bald Eagle (tied at 8), both 

Red-breasted and White-breasted Nuthatches, and Blue-headed Vireo (60). 

• Two notable species that everyone seemed to comment on were Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

and Pine Warbler.  They seemed to be everywhere, and they were.  We shattered the 

high-count records for both species in 2019.  Five-Hundred and eight-nine Ruby-

crowned Kinglets were recorded on the count.  The previous high count was 290 in 

1984.  Similarly, there were 136 Pine Warblers recorded this year.  The highest previous 

total recorded over the last 46 years was 20.  Looks like we just hit the right day for 

those two species. 

• We recorded 27 species of warblers including a few of the most sought-after ones:  

Hooded, Yellow-throated, Louisiana Waterthrush, Black-throated Blue, and 

Prothonotary.  It is always a good day in the field when you find those species.  Yellow-

rumped, Palm, and Yellow warblers were the most abundant warblers found.   

• Only 8 species of shorebirds were recorded, compared to 16 species last year. 

• The five most abundant species in DuPage County:  Red-winged Blackbird, American 

Robin, Canada Goose, Mallard, and Tree Swallow. 

 

 

 


